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In 2003 the 200111 anniversary of the oldest extra-church cemetery, the Rakowice 
necropolis, was celebrated in the former capital of Poland. It appears that the so-called New 
Jewish Cemetery located on 55 Miodowa Street in Cracow is only one year younger. The 
cemetery having at present 4. 34 ha is comprised between the Kraków-Tamów railway 
embankment and Miodowa, Siedleckiego and Daszyńskiego streets. In the cemetery there is 
a funeral home and ca. 9 thousand tombstones covering tombs of, among others, the elders 
of the Kraków community, zaddiks, rabbis, scientists, writers, soldiers and representatives 
of different political groups. 

Leszek Hońdo, Ph. D., known in the Jewish circles as a specialist in the Jewish 
epigraphy, who for years has been making inventory of the cemetery and preparing a book 
on it, was an initiator and organizer of the conference entitled „200 Years of the New 
Jewish Cemetery in Kraków”. The event was patronized by the Committee of History and 
Culture of Jews of the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences, the Department of Jewish 
Studies of the Jagiellonian University, the Jewish Community in Kraków, the Kraków’s 
History and Historical Monument Lovers Association Committee for Care over Jewish 
Monuments in Kraków, the City of Kraków Historical Museum - Department of Jewish 
History and Culture and the Jewish Culture Center. 

Before the session started its participants had visited the Jewish necropolis, guided by 
Mr. L. Hońdo who in an interesting way described funeral customs of the Kraków Jews. He 
presented also tombs of eminent persons resting in the cemetery, indicated the most 
important moments of its history and peculiarities of the Kraków tomb inscriptions. It is 
worth adding that especially for the session Mr. L. Hońdo had prepared colored brochure 
with a map of the Cemetery, its short history, some photographs and biographies of 
fourteen famous Jews buried there. 

The official inauguration of the conference took place in the main hall of the Old 
Synagogue in the Kraków district of Kazimierz (24 Szeroka Street). It was opened by Prof. 
Jan M. Małecki, chairman of the Committee of History and Culture of Jews of the Polish 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Afterwards Tomasz Gąsowski and Czesław Brzoza, 
professors of the Jagiellonian University, delivered two lectures on history of Jews in 
Krakow in the 19th century and in the first half of the 20lh century. Prof. Tomasz Gąsowski 
started to talk about history of the Kraków community from 1795 when Kraków was 
annexed by Austria. The first years of the occupation were very difficult for Jews because 
of debts of the Kraków community, high taxes and Germanization. The Austrian tried also 
to close the Jews in the Kazimierz ghetto. The situation changed during the Warsaw 
Principality period (1809-1813). The Napoleon wars brought prosperity for the Jewish 
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merchants and - thanks to article four of the Principality Constitution - equal rights for 
Jews. From 1812 the Jewish elites were enabled to settle beyond the Jewish town. In 1813, 
after a short Russian military occupation and flood of Vistula, the Jews were able to 
develop freely their social, economic and cultural activities within the state organization 
called the Kraków Republic. Modernization of the Jewish life in Kraków headed towards 
Polonization and assimilation. Jewish students of the Jagiellonian University participated in 
the November Insurrection and there were Jewish members in the Civilian Committee and 
National Guard during the Springtide of Nations. After another period of persecutions of 
the Kraków inhabitants by the Austrian regime, Jews recovered the equality of rights in 
virtue of the Austrian constitution of 1867. The second half of the 19th century brought 
a visible diversity of the Jewish society but also its comprehensive economical, cultural and 
political development. The were not any conflicts between Christians and Jews and it paid 
with mass participation of the Kraków Jews in rifle associations and legions which had 
significant contribution in recovery of the Polish independence in 1918. 

Prof. Czeslaw Brzoza described situation of Kraków Jews in the Poland’s twenty years 
of independence after World War I. In that time the Jewish population in Kraków grew 
considerably. From 13. 5 thousand in 1850 and 32 thousand in 1910, the number of Jews 
increased to 64 thousand in 1938. Jews lived all over in Kraków then, with greater clusters 
in Podgórze, Stradom and Kazimierz. Jews were owners of 60% commercial 
establishments in the city, 50% craftsman’s shops and all wholesale stores. Kraków had 
two Jewish communities, the Podgórze and Kazimierz ones, that were united only in 1939. 
There was a vast array of political parties from Zionists, through orthodoxies, socialists to 
revisionists, and numerous associations and committees. The criminal German activity 
during World War II unfortunately stopped the unusual development of the Jewish society 
in Kraków. 

After these first lectures had been delivered, an exhibition of photographs by Andrzej 
Stefaniuk entitled „Memory Enchanted in Stone” was opened in one of rooms of the Old 
Synagogue. The exhibition was composed of 22 photographs of Jewish tombstones on the 
New Jewish Cemetery and figures of praying Hasids. On one of the pictures there was a 
tombstone of Czesław Jakubowicz, president of the Jewish Community in Kraków, 
deceased in 1997. 

After a break the second part of the session took place in the library of the Jewish 
Culture Center in Kazimierz (17 Rabina Meiselsa Street). In the first lecture entitled „The 
Joseph’s II Legislation and Creation of Cemeteries out of Town” Karolina Grodziska, 
Ph. D., remembered that the custom of organizing cemeteries out of town had come from 
France. It was probably an effect of a visit of Joseph II to Paris (1777) and of efforts of 
Vienna doctors that the monarch issued the decree referring also to the Galician cemeteries. 
On 23rd August 1784 the Emperor ordered to transfer Christian necropolis out of towns and 
any tomb monuments or stones could be erected inside towns. The deceased had to be 
buried in shrouds, without coffins. But finally, the authorities were able only to move 
cemeteries out of towns. In 1784 the Seegasse Jewish cemetery in Vienna was moved to 
another place. 

The next lecture on creation and development of the New Jewish Cemetery on 
Miodowa Street was delivered by Anna Jakimiszyn, M. A. The Kraków community bought 
the plot from the Augustinian Monastery in 1800. In result of financial disputes with the 
Monastery the cemetery was opened only four years later. During the 19th century the 
cemetery was gradually extended. In 1863 a new plot was bought from the Augustinian 
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monks and in 1890 two other plots were received by exchange from the municipal 
authorities. 

Eugeniusz Duda, M. A. talked about eminent representatives of the Jewish society that 
had been buried in the New Cemetery. He presented, among others, biographies of Kalman 
Epstein (1754-1832) and his son, Aron (deceased in 1881) both Hasids, rabbi Symon 
Schreiber (1820-1883), Jonatan Warschauer, medical doctor (1820-1888), Ozjasz Thon, 
Ph. D., Zionist (1870-1936), Maurycy Gottlieb, painter (1856-1879) and Ignacy Krieger, 
photographer (1817-1902). 

The last two lectures were devoted to the Jewish sepulchral art in Poland. In a synthetic 
lecture written together with his wife Izabella Rejduch-Samkowa, Ph. D., Prof. Jan Samek 
presented historical, artistic and restoration aspects of Jewish cemeteries in the southern 
Poland. Dariusz Rozmus, Ph. D. talked about „Traces of Polychrome on Jewish Tombstones 
in the Southern Poland” and described an interesting problem of painted inscriptions and 
bas-reliefs as well as of colored sandstones from Parczew and Żary that appeared on Jewish 
tombstones. 

Thanks should be extended to organizers of the conference and the speakers for 
reminding us about so many important facts from the Kraków Jews history at the turn of 
19th and 20th centuries and for celebrating the anniversary of the New Jewish Cemetery on 
Miodowa Street. Let’s hope that papers of this interesting session will be printed soon. 
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