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THE SOCIAL INVOLVEMENT 
OF THE JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR STEFAN JENTYS DURING 

WORLD WAR I

Stefan Jentys was a Polish plant physiologist, agricultural chemist, agronomist 
and populariser of agricultural issues. He was born on 21 June 1860 in War-
saw, where he finished high school and began his university studies in 1877. 
Arrested for oppositional activities by tsarist authorities in 1877, he had 
to leave Warsaw after being released. He continued his studies at the Univer-
sity of Agriculture in Dubliany near Lʹviv (at that time Austrian Galicia, to-
day — Ukraine). After graduation, in 1884, he received a scholarship from 
the Lʹviv National Department and left the country to study abroad. He stud-
ied in Leipzig, Munich, Brno, and Tübingen, where in 1886 he was award-
ed a PhD in Philosophy for his dissertation written in German The Influence 
of High Oxygen Pressure on Plant Growth. In 1887, Jentys visited agricultur-
al experiment stations in Germany, Belgium and England. Then he started his 
academic career (he gave lectures on agriculture and agricultural chemistry) 
in Dubliany and at the same time he conducted research. In 1899, he was grant-
ed the title of professor. At that time he published numerous works on plant 
physiology and agricultural chemistry. After a conflict with the National Divi-
sion (a superior unit of Dubliany University) over further development of this 
facility, in 1892 he moved to Cracow and took the position of assistant lec-
turer at the Faculty of Agricultural Chemistry, at the Jagiellonian University. 
It was there that he received his postdoctoral degree and the title of Reader 
in Agricultural Chemistry and Agriculture in 1894. In 1899, after Profes-
sor Franciszek Czarnomorski’s death, he took over the Faculty of Agriculture 
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and Agricultural Chemistry at the Jagiellonian University — first as associ-
ate professor and then as full professor (in 1902). In 1902, he became head 
of the Agricultural Experiment Unit (AEU), established in collaboration be-
tween the Jagiellonian University and the Cracow Agricultural Society (CAS). 
Jentys’s aim was to improve the Galician farming and to increase agricultur-
al production. He managed and supervised a network of experimental farms. 
In the AEU, he established a seed control station. The issues related to rural 
cooperatives were important to him. Additionally, as a member of the Physi-
ographic Committee in the Academy of Learning, in Cracow, he actively par-
ticipated in the Committee’s proceedings.1

Jentys’s academic work, focused mainly on experimental agriculture, was dis-
rupted by the outbreak of World War I. Professor Jentys got involved in social 
activities. In particular, he participated in the activities of Bishop Adam Sapie-
ha’s Aid Committee and the Advice and Support Office of the Supreme Nation-
al Committee for Poles under Russian rule. In addition, by the end of the war 
he initiated the establishment of an economic organization known as “Econom-
ic Independence Union.”

PROFESSOR STEFAN JENTYS’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE DUKE 
AND BISHOP’S AID COMMITTEE FOR WAR VICTIMS

Stefan Jentys was among the first who responded to Adam Stefan Sapieha’s ap-
peal issued on 25 December 1914, in which Sapieha called on people to sup-
port the Poles affected by the war. It read: “Today we do not hesitate to appeal 
to human and Christian feelings all over the world, in the sense of unity among 
people, which still exists despite the horrors of war… We are calling on every-
body — compatriots and other nations, generous-hearted people — to rush 
to help in any way they can, for we are not able to soothe the wounds of this 
heavy defeat.”2 Sapieha’s appeal got a lot of publicity not only among the Poles. 
By January 1915 a temporary aid committee was already established. It consist-
ed of 13 members, including the Jagiellonian University Professor Stefan Jentys, 
plus the Chairman Bishop Sapieha. The Jagiellonian University was also rep-
resented in the Committee by the following professors: Kazimierz Kostanecki 

1 Franciszek Górski, Jentys Stefan, in Polski słownik biograficzny, vol. 11, ed. Emanu-
el Roztworowski et al. (Wrocław, Warsaw, and Cracow: Zakład Narodowy im. Ossoliń-
skich —  Wydawnictwo Polskiej Akademii Nauk, 1965), 173–174. 

2 “Odezwa ks. bpa A.S. Sapiehy z 25 grudnia 1914 r. do narodów o pomoc dla polski i dla 
ofiar wojny,” Notificationes no. 1 (1915), 2. All quotations from non-English sources in this 
paper translated into English by the author.
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(Jagiellonian University’s Rector and Professor of Comparative Anatomy, Sa-
pieha’s deputy in the Committee), Emil Godlewski Sr. (botanist, agricultural 
chemist, creator of plant physiognomy), Kazimierz Morawski (classical philol-
ogist and historian), Bolesław Ulanowski (historian) and Rev. Czesław Wądol-
ny, PhD. They all worked in the Committee for free. As the Committee repre-
sentatives, they were allowed to request reimbursement for travel expenses, 
but only for business trips.

On 15 March 1915 Stefan Jentys, Michał Garapich, head of the Mutu-
al Insurance Association in Cracow, and Prince Władysław Sapieha, depu-
ty of the Diet of Galicia, became members of the Committee’s Supervisory 
Board. When in late April a fostering section was established, Stefan Jentys 
became its member.3

Jentys also established the first draft rules of the Cracow Bishop’s Aid 
Committee for War Victims, which included the first ten points of the later 
15-point statutes, approved on 19 May 1915 by Galicia’s governor Witold Ko-
rytowski.4 In fact, the official name did not come into force and this institution 
was commonly known as “Duke and Bishop’s Aid Committee for War Victims” 
(DBC in short). The latter was also used by the Committee.5

According to the statutes, the Committee was to carry out only humanitarian 
and economic activities as a Christian charity. Depending on available funds, 
the Committee planned to provide help, both emergency aid and long-term sup-
port, to residents of Galicia and the Kingdom of Poland who suffered due to mil-
itary actions. Its activity was to be conducted through sections which would 
be established if needed, but the statutes provided for the establishment of four 
sections: emergency aid, fostering, sanitary and economic.6 The source of DBC 
funds was donations given by people7 and various institutions such as the Cen-
tral Aid Committee for Polish War Victims, set up in Vevey, in Switzerland, 
by Polish Noble Prize winner Henryk Sienkiewicz, famous pianist and com-

3 Trzy lata działalności KBK. Sprawozdanie Książęco-Biskupiego Komitetu Pomocy dla Dot-
kniętych Klęską Wojny za lata 1915–1917 (Cracow: Książęco-Biskupi Komitet Pomocy dla 
Dotkniętych Klęską Wojny, 1918), 30–31.

4 Cf. “I Statut Krakowskiego Biskupiego Komitetu Pomocy dla Dotkniętych Klęską Wojny,” 
in Trzy lata działalności KBK, 11–13.

5 Ibid., 11.
6 Ibid., 11–12. 
7 DBC donors were listed in Cracow newspapers. Cf. Marian Kęsek, Zofia Steczowicz- 

-Sajderowa, Dary na KBK w latach 1915–1917 wyszczególnione w „Czasie” i „Głosie 
Narodu,” appendix in Adam Baciński, Działalność charytatywna Adama Stefana Sapie-
hy do roku 1918, in Księga Sapieżyńska. Praca zbiorowa, vol. 1, Archidiecezja krakowska 
za pasterzowania Adama Stefana Sapiechy, ed. Jerzy Wolny (Cracow: Polskie Towarzystwo 
Teologiczne, 1982), 273–275. 
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poser Ignacy Paderewski and lawyer, publicist, philanthropist and national 
activist Antoni Osuchowski.8

Jentys worked actively in the DBC from the beginning. He was engaged, among 
others, in the activities of the supply section, which — like the emergency aid 
section — saved people from the war-torn Polish territories from the beginning 
of the DBC. Food supplies were gathered and transported as quickly as possible 
to the places where they were most needed. In time, the supply section encoun-
tered more and more difficulties in purchasing food supplies and taking them 
out of Cracow. The central supply authorities seized all food articles and even 
humanitarian organizations were not allowed to buy such articles. The supply 
section was closed down in December 1916.9

Jentys visited many Galician districts to see the needs of local people with his 
own eyes. During June 1915 he would arrive in Miechów together with the DBC 
secretary Jan Górski. A decision was made to help the Polish officials who stayed 
there; after the withdrawal of Russian forces, they were in a very difficult financial 
situation, without income and supplies.10 As Jentys advised, 3,000 crowns were 
given for the establishment of loan funds for the officials and 2,000 crowns 
for an orphanage. Additionally, in December 1915 a hostel for children — mainly 
from Zagłębie Dąbrowskie — was established in the Miechów District, in Brzesk 
Nowy, thanks to the efforts of local landowners. Jentys helped also this DBC fa-
cility, providing money and milk.

Even as early as 1915 Jentys and secretary Górski visited another 
area, i.e. the  Jędrzejów District. The DBC representatives were given 8,000 
crowns for the Jędrzejów District to buy food and were asked to properly distrib-
ute food articles among the hungry people from the destroyed and demolished vil-
lages near the Nida River. In 1916 additional 36 boxes of milk for local orphan-
ages were sent to Jędrzejów by the DBC.11

Stefan Jentys was a keen supporter of the establishment and development 
of an economic committee of vast competences — it had been already planned 
in the first DBC statutes. The objective was mainly to increase the number of DBC 
branches and establish rural facilities which would strengthen the national econ-
omy. Among the DBC branches set up by Jentys, the one in Wieliczka must be 

8 Cf. Jagiellonian University Archives (hereafter: JUA), Spuścizna 6. Stefan Jentys (hereaf-
ter: SSJ), Spuścizna 6/7 (hereafter: file no. 6/7). The Regulations of the Central Committee, 
15 Jan 1915, 1–4, typescript.

9 Jan Korzonkiewicz, “Sprawozdanie z działalności sekcji aprowizacyjnej,” in Trzy lata dzia-
łalności KBK, 255–260. See also: Trzy lata działalności KBK, 79.

10 For more information about the local authorities of those territories after the withdrawal of the Rus-
sian authorities and Russian forces, see JUA, SSJ, Spuścizna 6/13 (hereafter: file no. 6/13), 
Report on a trip to Miechów, Jędrzejów and the nearby area on 27 and 28 August 1914, 3–5.

11 Trzy lata działalności KBK, 50–51.
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mentioned; a storehouse was established there, with the Committee’s support. 
As a result, local people could buy clothes, underwear and shoes at affordable 
prices. The storehouse was supplied with goods by a DBC clothing factory and 
Cracow sewing rooms. In turn in Cracow, Jentys encouraged people to collect 
secondary waste, i.e. paper and bones.12

Professor Stefan Jentys actively participated in the activities of the above- 
mentioned DBC fostering section in Cracow; it had been operating since 
30 April 1915. This Cracow academic became the deputy of the fostering sec-
tion — led by a retired court counsellor Mieczysław Szybalski. As the fostering 
section developed, two cooperating institutions were established, i.e. a women’s 
department for saving children and a Cracow diocesan committee for supporting 
war orphans to obtain cash benefits for children.13 Stefan Jentys was a member 
of the latter, which was to cooperate with the government in providing support 
for war orphans.14 In order to develop cooperation and to coordinate tasks more 
effectively, some of the meetings of the fostering section and the diocesan com-
mittee were held jointly.15

The task of the fostering section was to help younger children who had been 
left without adequate care because of the war. For this purpose, it was to place 
such children in homes of trustworthy people who would offer help selflessly. 
Additionally, the children were to be taken to operating fostering facilities and 
placed in temporary hostels.16

By the end of 1917, 3,483 unaccompanied children were reported as those 
who needed the section’s support; 3,000 of them were given help in various 
forms. The highest number of orphans was admitted in 1915. The DBC helped 
children both in its own facilities and in private ones which were partially fund-
ed by the DBC. The number of such facilities during the whole period when 
the DBC operated was about one hundred.17 By the end of 1917 the DBC fos-
tering section still maintained 700 children in 30 facilities, as shown in Table 1.

12 Ibid., 94–95.
13 “Sprawozdanie sekcji opieki nad dziećmi KBK w Krakowie za czas od 1 maja 1915 r. 

do 31 grudnia 1917 r.,” in Trzy lata działalności KBK, 201–202. See also: Mieczysław Bar-
cik, “Udział Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego w akcjach społeczno-filantropijnych w latach 
1914–1921,” Studia Historyczne 28, issue 4 (1985): 585.

14 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/7, [A letter to Stefan Jentys from the DBC in Cracow, 8 March 1916].
15 Ibid., An invitation [from the head of the fostering section Mieczysław Szybalski, addressed 

to the members of the diocesan committee], 2 June 1916; ibid., [A letter from the DBC sec-
retary Jan Górski, 6 June 1916].

16 Ibid., The regulations of the fostering section of the Bishop’s Aid Committee for War Vic-
tims in Cracow, typescript, 1–3. 

17 “Sprawozdanie sekcji opieki,” 241–244.



Table 1. The number of children placed in the facilities supported financially by the DBC by the end of 1917

No. Facility name Number of children 
in the facility

DBC facilities

1 DBC temporary hostel in Cracow, in Zwierzyniec 25

2 DBC orphanage in Krzeszowice 80

3 DBC baby orphanage in Kalwaria Zebrzydowska 40

4 Boys’ Foster Centre in Łososina Górna 40

5 Orphanage in Niepołomice 40

Independent private facilities

6 Rev Siemaszko Centre in Cracow, run by Missionary Priests 
60

7 Missionary Priests Centre in Czerna

8 Foster Centre in Pawlikowice 22

9 St Joseph Orphanage for boys in Cracow 40

10 Sisters of Mercy Centre for girls — orphanage at the Work Centre in Cracow 26

11 Sisters of Mercy Centre for girls — St Stanisław Kostka orphanage in Kleparz 1

12 Sisters of Mercy Centre for girls — orphanage in Łobzów 16

13 Sisters of Mercy Centre for girls — The Infant Jesus Centre for babies 
in Cracow 24

14 Sisters of Mercy Centre for girls — The Foster Centre in Przeworsk 10

15 Sisters of Mercy Centre for girls — The Fostering Centre in Moszczany 8

16 Sisters of the Holy Family Centre in Wadowice 60

17 Felician Sisters Centre in Iwonicz 3

18 Holy Family Centre in Cracow 3

19 Rev Bosko Centre in Oświęcim, run by Salesian Priests 4

20 National Carpenter’s School in Kalwaria Zebrzydowska 10

21 Countess Zamoyska’s Kórnicki Centre in Kuźnice 10

22 Vocational School for Servants in Tarnów 3

23 Cloth School in Rakszawa 1

24 Dominican Sisters Centre in Biała, near Grybów 13

25 Centre of “Self-restraint and Work” Society in Pawlikowice 13

26 Centre of “Self-restraint and Work” Society in Miejsce Piastowe 4

27 Boarding House for students from the Catholic Polish Women’s Association 16

28 Boarding House for female students from the Teachers’ College 6

29 Benedictine Sisters Centre in Staniątki 7

30 Henryk Sienkiewicz Nursery School 20

Other facilities

31 Orphanage in Prądnik Biały 115

Source: “Sprawozdanie sekcji opieki,” 206–207.
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The coordination of foster-related tasks in so many facilities encountered con-
siderable difficulties, which increased due to numerous obstacles to purchasing 
food. The same was the case with underwear, clothes, shoes etc. The DBC tried 
to meet the most urgent day-to-day needs reported by the foster care centres 
listed above.18 Funds were obtained from donations given generally for the ob-
jectives of the DBC fostering section, although many donors indicated the fa-
cility for which they wanted to give their funds.19

Thanks to the dedication and hard work of many people in various charity 
and philanthropic institutions in the city of Cracow, thousands of children re-
ceived effective support. Otherwise they would have been hungry, homeless 
or even might have died. Jentys considered the involvement in the fostering sec-
tion an extremely important element of fighting for free and better Poland un-
til the end of the war. When the war ended, the issues related to education and 
helping children were still important to him.20

STEFAN JENTYS’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE ADVICE AND SUPPORT 
OFFICE OF THE SUPREME NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE POLES 
UNDER RUSSIAN RULE

During World War I Stefan Jentys was also engaged in the activities of the Ad-
vice and Support Office of the Supreme National Committee (SNC) for the Poles 
under Russian Rule, whose registered office was located in Cracow, on the first 
floor, at 25 Straszewskiego Street.21 The reason for opening this establishment 
was the miserable financial situation of the Poles under Russian rule, as the war 

18 For a detailed list of DBC foster-related funds, see JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/7, Accounts for the turn-
over of funds managed by the DBC fostering section from 1 June 1915 to 30 June 1916, 
L. 591/16, manuscript; ibid., A list of the turnover of foster-related funds managed by the DBC 
from 1 June 1915 to 30 June 1916, manuscript.

19 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/7, A list of donations for the general objectives of the DBC fostering 
section, manuscript; ibid., Donations for individual hostels, manuscript.

20 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/15, [A letter from Mieczysław Szybalski to Stefan Jentys, 13 Feb 1919, 
manuscript].

21 Among the entities which cooperated with the Office was the Citizens’ Committee in Za-
kopane. Its tasks were later taken over by the Administrative Department of the National 
Committee in Zakopane, which was under the SNC in Cracow. The Zakopane branch of-
fered civic support to local people, the citizens of the Kingdom of Poland and the families 
of legionnaires; it also dealt in financial collections for charity. Cf. JUA, SSJ, Spuścizna 6/4 
(hereafter: file no. 6/4), [A letter from the Administrative Department of the National Com-
mittee in Zakopane to Eugeniusz Kiernik in Cracow, L. 35, 29 Aug 1914]; ibid., [A letter 
from the SNC Organisational Department, West (Cracow) Branch, to the Advice and Sup-
port Committee for Poles under Russian rule, 28 Aug 1914].
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found them within the territory of Austria-Hungary and Germany. Regardless 
of their material status, they were not able to return home or at least reach the ter-
ritory of Galicia. The SNC realised that it was impossible to provide compre-
hensive support to those Poles, but it wanted to help them somehow. Therefore 
it authorised Eugeniusz Kiernik, PhD, Reader of the Jagiellonian University, 
to manage the aid scheme under the chairmanship of Court Counsellor Roman 
Kajetan Ingarden. Among the members of the Office were also (apart from Jen-
tys who was already mentioned): Maria Juszczyńska, Professor Karol Dzie-
woński and Count Stanisław Konarski. The Office was open daily from 11:00 
am to 1:00 pm and from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm.22

The Office tried to obtain the funds it needed for its day-to-day activities 
in various ways. For example, on 2 September 1914 the President of Cracow 
ordered the Municipal Treasury to give 500 crowns to the Office; it was a one-
time benefit for the Polish families who stayed temporarily in Cracow without 
money. The money was collected by Stefan Jentys.23 Thanks to the donations 
given by many companies and people who helped the Office both with cash 
and material donations, a day-to-day support was provided to the Poles in need 
in the Russian-occupied territories.24

Many people who changed their place of stay and arrived in Cracow needed 
accommodation in the city or nearby, at least for several days. The Office tried 
to help the citizens of the Kingdom of Poland. Appeals were made to the citizens 
of Cracow and landowners from nearby and distant areas to offer flats to visitors 
(for a payment or for free). They had to specify how many people they could take 
in, whether they provided only accommodation or full board, etc. On the other 

22 The West SNC Branch published relevant announcements in Cracow daily papers. Cf. “Naczel-
ny Komitet Narodowy. W sprawie Królewiaków,” Słowo Polskie, 22 Aug 1914 (no. 372), 5; 
“Z Naczelnego Komitetu Narodowego. Pomoc dla Polaków z zaboru rosyjskiego,” Nowa Re-
forma, 22 Aug 1914, morn. ed. (no. 359), 2; “Z Naczelnego Komitetu Narodowego. Pomoc dla 
Polaków z zaboru rosyjskiego,” Czas, 22 Aug 1914, morn. ed. (no. 369), 1; “Kronika. Pomoc 
dla Polaków z zaboru rosyjskiego,” Głos Narodu, 22 Aug 1914, aft. ed. (no. 197), 3; “Naczel-
ny Komitet Narodowy. Pomoc dla Królewiaków,” Naprzód, 22 Aug 1914 (no. 205), 2; “Pomoc 
dla rodaków z zaboru rosyjskiego,” Ilustrowany Kuryer Codzienny, 22 Aug 1914 (no. 199), 7.

23 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/4, [A letter from the President of the City of Cracow to the Municipal 
Treasury, L. 1090/914, 2 Sept 1914].

24 Ibid., [Correspondence from donors: company Porębski i Zimler from Cracow, 18 Oct 1914; 
L. Schaitter, 28 Oct 1914; Witold Truszkowski, 9 Oct 1914]; ibid., [Lists of income and ex-
penses]. In Professor Jentys’s works, in the JUA, many receipts of benefits and loans which 
the needy received through the Office and which they were obliged to pay back have sur-
vived. The amounts vary from 2 to 100 crowns (usually 25 and 50 crowns). Cf. ibid., [Re-
ceipts and the receipt book], manuscript.
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hand, the accommodation needs of those who were looking for a temporary 
place to stay were also reported.25

The situation during the war was very dynamic and sometimes it turned out 
that despite the declared readiness to help or to take people in, it was impossi-
ble to do that. For example, Dr Gustaw Malinowski informed the Office that he 
could not take any sick people in, as he had declared earlier. The main reason 
was a serious case of tuberculosis in his wife’s nephew. Thus he could not take 
any sick people in, and he did not want to inconvenience other Czernichów res-
idents. Additionally, he asked to limit down the number of people sent to Czer-
nichów.26 In another letter, Malinowski informed the Office that it was beginning 
to lack food in Czernichów, and the rest of the food was to be kept for the close 
relatives from Galicia. He offered, however, to take in four or five people sent 
to Czernichów at any time.27

The letters asking for help were addressed to Stefan Jentys (to his private 
address: Cracow, 5 Ambrożego Grabowskiego Street), Eugeniusz Kiernik, 
the Court Counsellor Roman Kajetan Ingarden, or to the Advice and Support 
Office for the Poles under Russian Rule.28 Most of these letters were written 
in Polish, sometimes in German. They tried to reply to the people asking for ad-
vice and help as quickly as possible; in fact, this was usually marked with a red 
(sometimes blue) marker and a reply date on a letter (many of these letters were 
written on postcards). The Poles who had already used all other ways of ob-
taining help and their situation was getting more and more difficult day by day 
often turned to the Office. Sometimes the sender attached an adequate amount 
of money for a reply.29

People very often wanted to find out about the fate of their relatives, the close 
and distant ones, and their friends as they had lost contact with them after the out-
break of war. Communication problems and closed borders made it difficult 
to obtain any information.30 Additionally, the situation became more  complicated 

25 Ibid., Notes. Accommodation-related issues, manuscript; ibid., Annex 6: The Supreme Na-
tional Committee. Support for Poles under Russian rule; ibid. [Lists of people asking for help, 
manuscript].

26 JUA, SSJ, Spuścizna 6/6 (hereafter: file no. 6/6), [A letter from Gustaw Malinowski to Dear 
Professor, 1 Sept 1914, manuscript].

27 Ibid., [A letter from Gustaw Malinowski to Dear Professor!, 3 Sept 1914, manuscript].
28 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/6 and JUA, SSJ, Spuścizna 6/5 (hereafter: file no. 6/5).
29 Cf. e.g. JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/5, [A letter from Włodzimierz Schmidt to Dear Sir!, 23 Aug 1914].
30 Ibid., [A letter from Zofia Biesiadecka from Oświęcim to Dear Sir (Eugeniusz Kiernik), 

22 Aug 1914, manuscript]; ibid., [A letter from J. Budzyńska to Stefan Jentys in Cracow, 
n.d., manuscript]; ibid., [A letter from Romuald Chełmiński to Eugeniusz Kiernik in Cra-
cow, 25 Aug 1914, manuscript]; ibid., [A letter from Otylia Cholewicz to Eugeniusz Kier-
nik in Cracow, 26 Aug 1914, manuscript]; ibid., [A letter from P. Gerzabek to the Manage-
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because the Austrian army controlled post and telegraph messages. Since 20 Au-
gust 1914, in all post offices (including post offices at train stations) private per-
sons were allowed to post only open letters or packages. Thus one could not 
send any money to those who needed it in that way.31

Many requests concerned the possibility of coming back home. People often asked 
about rail transport from Cracow to Częstochowa. Rev. Jan Bielawski, a parish priest 
from Brochów, in the Sochaczew District, stayed in Szczawnica and wanted to know 
how he could reach Częstochowa or Skierniewice, or Warsaw since the train timetable 
might have been changed.32 Another Rev. Jan Bielawski also asked about the possi-
bility of going from Cracow to Częstochowa by train.33 Tadeusz Czapelski, the aca-
demic secretary of the Ossolineum, asked to enable a relative of his wife’s to return 
home, from Cracow to Częstochowa.34 Maria Konopska, who stayed in Nowy Sącz, 
wanted to reach Częstochowa, where she had left her sick husband.35

The war-related events and the border closures affected those who stayed 
in holiday resorts, sanatoriums, health resorts, etc. Unprepared for a longer stay, 
far from home, without exit permits, without money and any means of liveli-
hood, they sent dramatic letters to the Cracow Office. A very meaningful letter 
was addressed to the Office by engineer Szczepan Jeleński. He mailed it on be-
half of over a hundred people from the Kingdom of Poland who stayed in Wisła 
(in Silesia). From the beginning of the war they were not able to contact their 
country in any way or get out of Wisła. All the requests for intervention submit-
ted to the local authorities (the starost in Bielsko) were fruitless; they quickly ran 
out of money and did not have suitable accommodation for winter or any warm 
clothes. Since they could not find any paid jobs, the situation in which the citi-
zens of the Kingdom of Poland were was becoming critical; most of them were 
women, children, old and sick people. According to Jeleński, the most urgent 

ment of the Cracow Advice and Support Office for the People from the Kingdom of Poland, 
n.d., manuscript]; ibid., [A letter from Zdzisław Krzywka to Dear Professor, 22 Aug 1914, 
manuscript]; ibid., [A letter from Józefina Kwiatkowska to the Information Office in Cra-
cow, 2 Sept 1914, manuscript]; ibid., [A letter from Helena Łukowska to the Management 
of the Advice and Support Office for the Poles under Russian Rule, 2 Sept 1914, manu-
script]; JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/6, [A letter from Adolf Recmanik to Dear Sir!, 1 Sept 1914, 
manuscript]; ibid., [A letter from M. Rzewuska to Mr Stefan Jentys, 15 Oct 1914, manu-
script]; ibid., [A letter from Stefania Siemiątkowska to Dear Sir!, 24 Aug 1914].

31 “Zarządzenia naczelnej komendy armii austriackiej. Ograniczenia pocztowe,” Naprzód, 
22 Aug 1914 (no. 205), 1.

32 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/5, [A letter from Rev Jan Bielawski to the Cracow Advice and Support 
Office for the Poles under Russian Rule, 25 Aug 1914, manuscript].

33 Ibid., [A letter from Rev Jan Bielawski to the Cracow Advice and Support Office for the Poles 
under Russian Rule (1914), manuscript].

34 Ibid., [A letter from Tadeusz Czapelski to Mr President!, 14 Aug 1914, manuscript].
35 Ibid., [A letter from Maria Konopska to the Management, 29 Aug 1914, manuscript].
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matter was to obtain temporary cards releasing from a forcible stay in Wisła 
and permits allowing to go to the towns and cities in the Kingdom of Poland 
which were occupied by German or Austrian forces. On the other hand, he asked 
to lend some money to those who could not go back home soon, or to help them 
find work on site.36

Not only poor people asked for help; the wealthy ones who were suddenly 
faced with a difficult situation also did. For example, engineer K. Bajcher wrote 
to Kiernik that they were stuck with a dozen Warsaw residents in Marienbad 
(Mariánské Lázně) without any money and the possibility to leave. He added 
that they were wealthy; he had 30,000 crowns in banks, but at that time they did 
not have access to their money in the country.37

In Gräfenberg, a group of 50 patients (they came from various towns and cities 
such as Sosnowiec, Będzin, Łódź, Warsaw, Ciechanowice) was forced to stay 
in a health resort much longer than they intended to. Although all of them were 
wealthy, they were running out of money, and they were not able to contact their 
homes. Thus they asked the Office to lend them some money or help obtain exit 
permits.38 Three weeks later, desperate, they wrote again to the Office because 
they were out of money and still were not given the exit permits. They wanted 
to go back home even through Romania.39

Also, the turmoil of war found some wealthy women from Lublin in Koło-
brzeg, to where they moved from Sopot. They had no means of livelihood, 
and R. Felińska asked the Office to help them.40 In Kołobrzeg, the war also 
found the Gadomski family from Warsaw. Waleria Friedberg from Dębica asked 
the Office to help them.41 Michał Narewski, engineer and industrialist from War-
saw, and his wife stayed in Kołobrzeg without any means of livelihood. Florian 
Malinowski from Lʹviv, who was not able to send him any money due to war- 
related difficulties, asked to help him.42

Aleksander Maciesza, a 39-year-old Polish doctor and a Russian subject, wanted 
to find out whether it was possible to go from Szczawnica to Płock, in the King-
dom of Poland. He also wanted to know how long one could stay in Cracow 
to obtain a relevant card allowing to reach the Kingdom of Poland.43 As for Ele-
onora Rynkal and her children, the outbreak of war found them in Szczawni-

36 Ibid., [A letter from Szczepan Jeleński to Dear Sir, 25 Aug 1914, manuscript]. 
37 Ibid., [A letter from K. Bajchert to Eugeniusz Kiernik, 24 Aug 1914, manuscript].
38 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/6, [A letter from P. Polakowski to the SNC in Cracow, 4 Sept 1914, manuscript].
39 Ibid., [A letter from P. Polakowski to the SNC in Cracow, 27 Sept 1914, manuscript].
40 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/5, [A letter from R. Felińska to Dear Sir, 30 July 1914, manuscript].
41 Ibid., [A letter from Waleria Friedberg to the Committee, n.d., manuscript].
42 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/6, [A letter from Florian Malinowski to Eugeniusz Kiernik, 25 Aug 1918, manuscript].
43 Ibid., [A letter from Aleksander Maciesza to the Advice and Support Office for Poles Abroad, 

24 Sept 1914, manuscript].
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ca. She managed to get as far as Tarnów, where her husband, who at that time 
was working in a carpet warehouse in Warsaw, came from. He was going to move 
to Częstochowa to work there, but the woman who wrote to the Office had not 
received any confirmation and asked to help her contact her husband.44

Helena Boruć, a Russian subject who lived permanently in Astrakhan, near 
the Caspian Sea, arrived in Zakopane to recuperate, and the outbreak of war 
found her there. She wanted to know whether she could return home and whether 
it was possible to receive some money from Astrakhan to be able to go back.45 
Also Jadwiga Jakac from Warsaw was being treated in Zakopane. She asked 
the Cracow Office to inform her parents in Warsaw about her state of health 
and the possibility to return to the Kingdom of Poland.46 Jadwiga Januszkiewi-
czowa wrote to the Office from Zakopane. She wanted to know whether securi-
ties could be exchanged for money and how to contact her under-age son who 
was at that time in Lithuania.47 In his letter, M. Kępiński asked the Cracow Of-
fice how to leave Zakopane and go by train to Piotrków or Warsaw.48 Olgierd 
Sielawski, a privy counsellor from Warsaw, wrote to Stefan Jentys from Zagórze 
Villa, in Zakopane, asking him how to send postcards to Saint Petersburg and 
Warsaw and how one could go to the latter.49 Aleksander Minde from Warsaw 
and his family asked for help from Janina Villa in Krupówki, in Zakopane, where 
the war found them. They did not have any means of livelihood. Minde asked 
whether the pawnshop in Cracow lent money by putting jewellery in pledge.50

H. Jabłońska, a resident of Vilnius, and her four daughters, were forced to stay 
in Krynica. She inquired how to receive money from her husband and how 
to go back to Vilnius.51 Pelagia Jankowska was stuck in Rabka, also with four 
children. She asked how to get to the border post in Aleksandrów, from where 
it was not far from her home in the Kingdom of Poland.52 Maria Jurewiczowa, 
a Warsaw resident, and her mother, two little children and two servants also 
stayed in that town without any money.53 Stanisław Królikowski wrote to the Cra-
cow Office from Racławice Villa, in Rabka, informing it that there were some 

44 Ibid., [A letter from Eleonora Rynkal to Dear Sir, 1 Sept 1914, manuscript].
45 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/5, [A letter from Helena Boruć to the Advice and Support Office 

for the Poles under Russian Rule, 27 Aug 1914, manuscript].
46 Ibid., [A letter from Jadwiga Jakac to Dear Sir, 26 Aug 1914, manuscript].
47 Ibid., [A letter from Jadwiga Januszkiewiczowa to Mr Jentys’s Advice Office, 2 Oct 1914, manuscript].
48 Ibid., [A letter from M. Kępiński to Eugeniusz Kiernik, 24 Aug 1914, manuscript].
49 Ibid., [A letter from Olgierd Sielawski to Stefan Jentys in Cracow, 16 Sept 1914, manuscript].
50 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/6, [A letter from Aleksander Minde to the Management of the Cracow 

Advice and Support Office for the Poles under Russian Rule, 31 Aug 1914, manuscript].
51 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/5, [A letter from H. Jabłońska to Eugeniusz Kiernik, 31 Aug 1914].
52 Ibid., [A letter from Pelagia Jankowska to Eugeniusz Kiernik, 29 Aug 1914, manuscript].
53 Ibid., [A letter from Maria Jurewiczowa to Dear Sir, 15 Sept 1914, manuscript].
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families which needed help there.54 Jan Tański from the Kielce Governorate 
was a guest in Anna Villa, in Rabka. His sister Helena Matecka from Świercz-
ków, in the Tarnów District, asked the Cracow Office to help him go back home.55

A group of about 20 people (mainly women who lived permanently in Warsaw 
and walked with difficulty) from a health resort in Pieszczany asked the Office about 
the exchanging of Russian roubles for Austrian crowns. Earlier interventions in this 
matter in local authorities and in a U.S. consulate ended in a fiasco. The Cracow Of-
fice promised to mediate in the money exchange.56 Piotr Mitkiewicz who had to stay 
in Arco, in Italy also wanted to exchange roubles for crowns through the Office.57

Doctor W. Zieliński and his wife, who was about to give birth, needed help 
in Tyrol, as E. Kiernik was informed by Professor W. Mars from Lʹviv.58 Some 
Poles who lived permanently in Warsaw and Kalisz were detained by the Aus-
trian authorities on 1 August 1914 in Innichen, when they were going back from 
Tyrol. Later, they were allowed to go to Vienna, but their destination was Cra-
cow, Warsaw or any other city in the Kingdom of Poland, so they asked the Of-
fice whether this would be possible. Two of them were doctors so they also 
offered their services during that difficult war period. They also asked to in-
form their families about their fate as they had not been able to contact them 
for five weeks.59

Poles also turned to the Office asking for help in finding work. Janina Denel, 
who stayed in Marienbad, asked Eugeniusz Kiernik such a question; she also 
asked whether some money could be sent to her from Będzin.60 Henryk Dobro-
wolski inquired about work, preferably as a cook, even for the minimum wage. 
He came from Warsaw. He had arrived in Szczawnica to work, but the guests left 
the boarding house on 1 August 1914 and he was left without a job and money. 
He could not reach Warsaw so he went to Zakopane, where he was unsuccess-
fully looking for any job for a month.61

54 Ibid., [A letter from Stanisław Królikowski to Dear Professor, 28 June 1914, manuscript].
55 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/6, [A letter from Helena Matecka to Dear Sir, 26 Aug 1914, manuscript].
56 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/5, [A letter from Aleksandra Danejko to Eugeniusz Kiernik, 24 Aug 1914, 

manuscript]; ibid., [A letter from Aleksandra Danejko to the Support Office for the Poles 
under Russian Rule, 1 Sept 1914, manuscript].

57 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/6, [A letter from Piotr Mitkiewicz to the Court Counsellor Roman 
 Ingarden in Cracow, 3 Sept 1914].

58 Ibid., [A letter from W. Mars to Eugeniusz Kiernik in Cracow, 26 Aug 1914, manuscript].
59 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/5, [A letter from Kazimierz Jasielewicz to Eugeniusz Kiernik in Cra-

cow, 3 Sept 1914, manuscript].
60 Ibid., [A letter from Janina Denel to Eugeniusz Kiernik, 20 Sept 1914, manuscript].
61 Ibid., [A letter from Henryk Dobrowolski to the Cracow Advice and Support Office, 

1 Sept 1914, manuscript].
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Aniela Godziszewska inquired about some work for her husband Antoni Godzi-
szewski, MSc in Chemical Engineering by education. They went on holidays 
with their little son to Limanowa where the war found them, thus they could 
not return home, to Winnica. Since Godziszewski did not succeed in coming 
back to work (he was a co-owner of a school and gave lectures there), he want-
ed to find any job. He could not join the legions because he had had a kidney re-
moved and he could not strain himself too much, even though he was well then.62

Staying in Moravian Ostrava, Józef Kucharski (from Warsaw) asked the Of-
fice for work, preferably as a restaurateur or a cook. He had been running a res-
taurant for ten years in Chortkiv, in Podolia, but the war made it impossible.63

Some people asked for financial support to be received as soon as possi-
ble. Some of the letters are very desperate as the people who wrote them were 
in a very difficult situation. That was the case of Matylda Bielecka who togeth-
er with her nine-year-old daughter ended up in the town of Wildenschwert (Ústí 
nad Orlicí). When Russian forces took Kolomyia, she fled the town with her 
daughter, leaving everything in her flat. They managed to reach  Wildenschwert, 
but they had no money, no change of clothes, etc. She added that she came from 
a good family and bore her current misery very hard; moreover, she feared that 
her child may become an orphan in a foreign land.64

Maria Iwińska from Warsaw, her husband and their six children wrote to Ro-
man Ingarden asking for help, as their financial situation was difficult.65 Euze-
biusz Kopacz from Kielce, father of five little children and carpenter by edu-
cation, had lost his job in a furniture factory and asked the Office for help.66 
Leon Janczewski, who was going back to the Kingdom of Poland, also asked 
for a loan. Due to the war, he and his wife had to stay in Lʹviv.67

The letters sent to the Office show numerous difficulties with which those who 
were completely unprepared for that and were far from their homes had to strug-
gle. Stefan Jentys’s involvement in these activities is a means which “always 
aims only at the public interest,”68 as Zdzisław Tarnowski wrote to him in a letter.

62 Ibid., [A letter from Aniela Godziszewska to Dear Sir, 27 Aug 1914, manuscript]. 
63 Ibid., [A letter from Józef Kucharski to the Society for Supporting Poles, 16 Oct 1914, manuscript].
64 Ibid., [A letter from Matylda Bielecka to the SNC Advice and Support Office in Cracow, 

n.d., manuscript].
65 Ibid., [A letter from Maria Iwińska to the Court Counsellor Roman Ingarden in Cracow, 

5 Aug 1914, manuscript].
66 Ibid., [A letter from Euzebiusz Kopacz to the National Committee, 31 Aug 1914].
67 Ibid., [A letter from Leon Janczewski to Eugeniusz Kiernik, 24 Aug 1914, manuscript].
68 JUA, SSJ, Spuścizna 6/15 (hereafter file no. 6/15), [A letter from Zdzisław Tarnowski 

to Mr Stefan Jentys, 25 Oct 1910, manuscript].
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STEFAN JENTYS AS AN INITIATOR OF THE ECONOMIC 
INDEPENDENCE UNION

Stefan Jentys was one of the initiators of an economic organization, i.e. the Eco-
nomic Independence Union (EIU), with its registered office in Cracow (19 Smoleńsk 
Street). The EIU operated throughout Galicia. The tasks and measures taken 
by this organization were specified in the EIU Statutes. Among the EIU tasks 
were: preparing statistical data relating to industry, commerce and craft; identi-
fying natural resources in the country; developing economic relations with Gali-
cia’s neighbours; promoting the idea of self-sufficiency; developing vocational 
education; informing authorities and political parties about issues relating to in-
dustry, commerce and craft. Gatherings, conventions, informal meetings and lec-
tures were the means through which the objectives were to be achieved. There 
were also plans to open a reading room and a library.69

The EIU members were divided into two groups: regular and supporting. Every 
Pole of age who worked in industry, commerce, craft or in financial institutions, 
or worked as a researcher in the social economy could be a regular member. 
The supporting members were Polish financial, industrial, craft and commercial 
institutions invited to cooperation by the Union’s Board.70 Apart from Stefan Jen-
tys, the EIU members-founders were many famous Polish intellectuals and in-
telligentsia members, such as university professors, lawyers, engineers etc.: Er-
nest Adam, engineer Aleksander Adelman, Józef Bialik, Tadeusz Bogdanowicz, 
Professor Franciszek Bujak, Stanisław Burtan, Konstanty Buszczyński, Jan By-
stroń, PhD, Władysław Długosz, Professor Karol Dziewoński, Józef Górecki, en-
gineer Józef Jarosławiecki, Adam Kirchmayer, engineer Jan Krause, PhD, Profes-
sor Adam Krzyżanowski, engineer Władysław Kucharski, Jerzy Michalski, PhD, 
Antoni Poznański, PhD, Piotr Repetowski, Professor Eugeniusz Romer, Profes-
sor Roman Rybarski, Zygmunt Siemek, Czesław Śmiechowski, Franciszek Stef-
czyk, PhD, Józef Strzyżowski, PhD, Stanisław Sulikowski, Aleksander Szcze-
pański, PhD Edward Taylor, PhD, Wincenty Wajda and Gabriel Wędrychowski.71

The following declared immediately to join the EIU: Włodzimierz Braun and 
Hugo Kowarzyk’s company Blocks of Basalt and Andesite “Niedźwiedzia Góra” 
in Tenczynek; Station Krzeszowice with its registered office in Sylwan Villa, 

69 JUA, SSJ, Spuścizna 6/9 (hereafter file no. 6/9), The Statutes of the Economic Independence 
Union, 1–2.

70 Ibid., 2–3.
71 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/9, Members-founders. There are 107 EIU members from Cracow in Pro-

fessor Jentys’s works. Cf. ibid., Members, manuscript.
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in Cracow;72 the Savings Fund of the City of Nowy Sącz;73 Savings Fund of the City 
of Sambir;74 District Savings Fund in Wieliczka.75 The Municipal Savings Fund 
in Bochnia allotted a benefit at the amount of 25 crowns for the Union’s objectives.76

The first meeting of this organization was held on 23 July 1917 in the room 
of the Cracow District Board. The representatives of industry, commerce and craft 
were greeted by Professor Jentys. He also presented the objectives of the new or-
ganization. Its purpose was to manage and coordinate the works aimed at merg-
ing and rebuilding the country which had been occupied for a long time. He said:

We cannot forget that one must build the basis of national independence with real work, 
to be able to live free after years of occupation.… The eastern border, almost impenetra-
ble so far, is open, and the mutual economic relationships between the divided districts 
have become possible. At the same time the Western economic pressure is decreasing. 
Isn’t it time, in the face of this expected change, to get closer to other Polish districts, 
to get to know each other, to divide the roles and prepare the field for harmonious, un-
competitive cooperation, both in industry, agriculture, craft and trade?77

Participating in the first meeting of this new organization, Aleksander Szcze-
pański, economist and economic activist, thought that economic issues should 
be perceived from the Polish point of view, and it was not only an economic but 
also political mistake to reject it. He emphasised that the development of an eco-
nomic programme could contribute to the popularisation of political ideas which 
would be deeper-rooted among people.78 Among those present at the first meet-
ing were also representatives of big industry from the Kingdom of Poland, in-
cluding engineer Kazimierz Srokowski, director of a coal mine in Dąbrowa.79

72 Ibid., [A letter from Włodzimierz Braun to the Economic Independence Union in Cracow, 
31 July 1917].

73 Ibid., [A letter from the Management of the Savings Fund of the City of Nowy Sącz to the Eco-
nomic Independence Union in Cracow, L. 852, 21 Sept 1917].

74 Ibid., [A letter from the Savings Fund of the City of Sambir to the Economic Independence 
Union in Cracow, L. 1156/17, 20 Sept 1917].

75 Ibid., [A letter from the District Savings Fund in Wieliczka to the Economic Independence 
Union in Cracow, L. 1418, 27 Sept 1917].

76 Ibid., [A letter from the Savings Fund in Bochnia to the Economic Independence Union 
in Cracow, L. 370, 21 Sept 1917].

77 Quoted in: R.W., “Związek Niezależności Gospodarczej,” Głos Narodu, 24 July 1917 (no. 174), 1.
78 Aleksander Szczepański, “Pokój a nasze sprawy gospodarcze,” Głos Narodu, 3 Aug 1917 

(no. 182), 1. However, Aleksander Szczepański, the EIU secretary, quickly renounced this 
function because he took a job in Warsaw. Cf. JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/9, [A letter from A. Szcze-
pański to Mr Professor, 5 Dec 1917, manuscript].

79 JUA, SSJ, file no. 6/9, Certificate [signed by the mayor of Dąbrowa], 22 July 1917. Anto-
ni Schimitzek, Director of the Mining Plants in Siersza, also gave his support to this new 
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In order to promote this new organization, Jentys ordered 500 copies of the EIU 
appeal, the Statutes and envelopes in the Głos Narodu print shop.80 It must 
be pointed out that the Economic Independence Union significantly brought 
the supporters of national and democratic ideology together.81

CONCLUSIONS

Stefan Jentys’s active social involvement during World War I had a negative im-
pact on his health. Apart from the initiatives listed above, he was also engaged 
in the activities of the National Union (NU) and was president of the NU Cracow 
branch. In Cracow, he led the activists who opposed the Supreme National Com-
mittee and the Legions. In October 1918 he went to Lʹviv at the General Conven-
tion of the National Union, during which he participated in Polish-Ukrainian ne-
gotiations. By the end of December 1918, when he was coming back to Cracow, 
he was already seriously ill. Before his death, he received a telegram from Ignacy 
Jan Paderewski, in which he wrote: “We all worked on the Polish victory equally, 
all those who — like you, Professor — stayed steadfastly in the trenches of their 
Polish beliefs, surrounded by the superior strength of the enemy and unfriendly 
feelings for four years. Praise to you for that.”82 Stefan Jentys died on 7 April 1919.

In 1936, he was decorated with the Commander’s Cross of Polonia Restitu-
ta for “outstanding achievements in academic research and teenager education 
in the patriotic spirit between 1905 and 1918.”83 The best summary of Profes-
sor Stefan Jentys’s life and activity is the quote by Stanisław Rostworowski, his 
assistant from 1912 to 1913: “After the outbreak of the war, some of us ended up 
in legionary uniforms, some in national and democratic organizations. By men-
tioning these details, I wanted to show that Professor Jentys was able to make 
that team work together, even though those people were from different districts, 
communities and often from different political orientations.”84

organisation, but due to some business reasons he could not participate in the first meet-
ing. Cf. ibid., [A letter from Antoni Schimitzek to the Economic Independence Union, 
19 July 1917, manuscript].

80 Ibid., A receipt for Mr Stefan Jentys, 5 July 1917, ibid., A receipt for Mr Stefan Jentys, 25 July 1917.
81 Urszula Perkowska, Uniwersytet Jagielloński w latach I wojny światowej (Cracow: Univer-
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84 Stanisław Rostworowski, “Ze wspomnień asystenta Profesora Stefana Jentysa,” Gazeta Rol-
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