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Introduction

The ECREA Communication and the European Public Sphere TWG seminar: 'The development potential of

the European Public Sphere' aims at presenting various perspectives on the European Public Sphere. We will

discuss responses to numerous crises which Europe is facing right now. The European Union has to tackle

challenges in many areas (first and foremost in foreign and security policy). Some of these questions - such

as Brexit, migration or terrorism - create vivid debates and may provide potential for development of the

European Public Sphere. There are also several institutional attempts to foster new emerging debates and

issues within the European Public Sphere and diverse projects contributing to promotion of European values.

We will distinguish among different concepts as well as examine models of European Public Sphere. We will

take into consideration the contemporary state of European media and study communication trends in Europe

(the declining impact of traditional media, such as major broadcast television networks and major national

newspapers,  weakening  credibility  of  media  vs.  new  sourses  of  information  and  new  channels  of

communication such as social media and alternative media; we will look closely at phenomena such as echo

chambers or filter bubbles and their implications for civic discourse).

We are also open to other themes:  eg.  influnce of pre-  and post-election discources and debates on the

European Public Sphere - elections in the Netherlands, France and Germany, where nationalist discourses,

populists’ use of the media, fragmented and polarized audiences as well as quality of information (post-truth,

fake news, disinformation) can be discussed. 
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Keynote Speaker

Prof. Teresa Sasińska-Klas

Prof. Sasińska-Klas is specialist in the sociology of political relations, the theory of mass communications,

and especially the  relation  between  the  media  and politics  during  the  process  of  transformation  of  the

political system in East-Central Europe. She is conducting academic research on: the implementation of the

new  media  in  the  process  of  public  communications.

Her more prominent publications include: Info-Poland. The Polish Academic Information Center (1999), Die

Polnische  Gesellschaft  in  der  Transformation  -  Dilemmas  des  Ubergangs  von  einer  monozentrischen

Gesellschaftsordnung  zur  Demokratie  [in:]  Medientransformation  und Journalismus  in  Polen  1989-1996

(1999) , The Polish Media system in Transition in the 1990s (1998), Media regionalne dzisiaj - perspektywa

teoretyczna [in:] Media regionalne i lokalne a demokracja na szczeblu lokalnym (The Regional Media Today

– A Theoretical  Perspective (in)  Local  and regional  Media and Democracy on the Local  Level)  (1998),

Political Attitudes and Political Behavior of Young People in Contemporary Poland [in:] Youth and Political

Changes  in  the  Contemporary  World  (1998).

Prof.  Teresa  Sasińska-Klas  is  a  member  of  the  Polish  Society  of  Sociology  and  the  Press  Research

Commission at the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAN) in Cracow. She is also the secretary-general of the

East-Central European Network for Educators in Journalism and the Mass Media,  and a member of the

Polish Association of Political Science. She was named director of the Polish Academic Information Center

at the State University of New York at Buffalo in 1999. From 1998-2003 she was director of the Institute of

Journalism and Social Communications at the Jagiellonian University for two terms. 
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Europeanisation and peripheralisation of the public spheres: the case of Bulgaria

Assist. Prof. Ralitsa Kovacheva, PhD

Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” (Sofia, Bulgaria)

My paper is dealing with the process of Europeanisation of national public spheres. There are numerous

studies on the matter, which however are mainly focused on the old EU member states. As Thomas Risse

points out, we still don`t have sufficient data for the new Member States. I am addressing this problem by

presenting  the  results  of  my own empirical  study conducted in  2014 -  a  comparative analysis  of  2014

European elections` media coverage in the most popular newspaper websites in Bulgaria and the UK (The

Daily  Telegraph,  The  Guardian,  The  Independent,  Daily  Mail,  24chasa.bg,  Dnevnik.bg,  Trud.bg  and

Segabg.com). 3356 publications have been coded and analysed. Using content and comparative analysis, the

study  reveals  the  main  disadvantages  of  media  coverage  of  European  issues  in  Bulgarian  media:

deformations due to the paid coverage of the election campaign; lack of opinions; strong domination of

national political and institutional actors; lack of discussion on topics such as Bulgarian membership in the

EU and the future of Europe. The UK media,  in contrast, proved to be part of the influential discursive

European core (R. Koopmans and P. Statham), no matter their attitudes towards the EU.  

As a result, I assume that a process opposite to the Europeanisation is taking place – I call it the process of

peripheralisation: when national public spheres do not actively participate in the European debates, due to

the lack of wide and informed national public debates on European issues. We could also discuss the process

of  peripheralisation  in  terms  of  non-adherence  to  the  best  European  practices  of  media  regulation,

professional and ethical standards.  

The study also provides important observations on the selection and framing of the EU issues in the UK

media. These results help to better understand the role of the media in the Brexit referendum.



Brexit: A Tale of Destruction or of Reconstruction? An Inquiry into the Narratives of Europeanization

Dr. Loredana Radu 

National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (Bucharest, Romania)

Dr. Flavia Durach 

National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (Bucharest, Romania)

Brexit is often shown as proof that EU’s turmoil is deeper and more severe than the optimists thought. The

“Leave vote”, among other recent crises, re-shaped the public debate on EU’s future.  For the time being, the

Europeanization processes might be subject to an extreme pressure exerted by national proxies, which might

denounce EU’s lack of vision. Prompted by this new reality, and by the understanding that discourse is a

means by which Europeanization is designed and built, we focus on the media reflection of Brexit.  

The aim of our paper is to explore the relation between frames and narratives, which constitute the structure

of  the  mediatized  discourse  on  the  European  Union.  Our  research  builds  on  H.-J.  Trenz’s  concept  of

narratives of Europeanization (2014), ranging from triumph to trauma, but,  also, on the long-established

tradition of framing research and theory.   

Turning to Romanian and ”Pan-European” online media outlets, we explore by qualitative means the two-

way relationship, with the assumption that frames and narratives of Europeanization overlap in a meaningful

manner,  thus shaping the public sphere debate on the issue.  We expect  to find proof of transition from

positive accounts of Europeanization to the activation of disruptive discourses (de-sacralization and crisis),

with a long term negative impact over the European project at such. 



The Impact of media framing of Brexit and EU migration on Britain and the EU

Fathi Bourmeche 

University of Sfax (Tunisia)

This paper is focused on the way Brexit and EU migration have been covered in British newspapers, the

Daily Telegraph, the  Guardian and the  Independent, three broadsheets differing in political affiliation and

readership. The fifth EU enlargement resulted in an unexpected influx of Eastern Europeans which appeared

as one of the most important issues facing the country, contributing to the end of Labour’s thirteen year-

period rule and starting a historic coalition between the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats following

the 2010 general election. One of the reasons behind Gordon Brown’s inability to secure a fourth Labour

term could possibly be explained by his reaction to Gillian Duffy’s query about Eastern Europeans, making

EU migration  among  the  most  important  issues,  pertaining  during  the  campaign  for  the  2015  general

election, possibly because of David Cameron’s failure to keep his promises on reducing net migration to the

tens of thousands, thus paving the way for the June 2016 referendum. Indeed, Britons’ decision to leave the

EU has had enormous repercussions on the EU, as well as Britain. The intention of this study is to examine

the way three British quality newspapers have framed Brexit and EU migration through a qualitative analysis

of the content of articles dealing with these two issues prior to and in the aftermath of 2016 referendum,

using Maxwell McCombs’ model of media framing. I shall argue that media coverage has put Britain’s, as

well as the EU’s international position, at stake, raising doubts about British national identity and EU identity

through a juxtaposition of media framing of such issues to opinion polls conducted by Ipsos Mori dealing

with related themes.



Islamophobia and the need for a EU Communication Strategy

Eveline Marasoiu

National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (Bucharest, Romania)

Dorin Ranceanu

National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (Bucharest, Romania)

The current global security environment is still dominated by numerous open and frozen conflicts, a shifting

paradigm that reveals the most horrific aspects of terrorism and a large number of refugees that seek shelter.

All these characteristics are changing the perceptions of countries that are directly affected by one or more of

these phenomena. As such, the European Union, both a hub of former colonial powers and an economic

powerhouse, is targeted by terrorist attacks and is still confronting with a significant influx of refugees.

In  the  wake  of  these  challenges,  many  Europeans  are  frightened  and  reluctant  to  receive  refugees,

particularly Muslims. This aversion is extended to other Muslim citizens, living already in these countries.

Coined as Islamophobia, this behaviour is  a contemporary form of racism and xenophobia motivated by

unfounded  fear,  mistrust,  and  hatred  of  Muslims  and  Islam.  Islamophobia  is  also  manifested  through

intolerance,  discrimination,  unequal  treatment,  prejudice,  stereotyping,  hostility,  and  adverse  public

discourse.

The current  article  aims  to  analyse  the root  causes  that  led to  the  rise  of  Islamophobia  in  Europe,  the

consequences  of  its  proliferation  on  the  regional  security  environment  and  the  need  for  developing  a

Communication  Strategy  at  the  level  of  the  EU.  Thus,  the  first  part  will  provide  an  account  of  the

development of this feeling among the European population, with reference to several landmark events that

have shaped the public opinion. 

The second section of the paper will address the security challenges posed by the spread of anti-Islamic

behaviour. Several aspects will be analysed, including violent events against Muslim asylum seekers and

refugees, cases of discrimination, the radicalization of political discourses and the rise of anti-European and

anti-Muslim parties, as well as the impact on extremist Islamic propaganda. As such, the purpose of this

article is to raise awareness of the phenomenon and its consequences and emphasis the need to take measures

to contain the proliferation of Islamophobia, highlighting the importance of Strategic Communications.



What role for security and defence in the EU27?

Alina Bârgăoanu

National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (Bucharest, Romania)

Eveline Mărășoiu 

National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (Bucharest, Romania)

The refugees’ crises, Russia’s action in Ukraine and other parts of the Eastern Neighbourhood, terrorism, the

events in MENA and Brexit have shaped the new strategic environment of the European Union. In this

context, the EU has renewed its approach to security and defence, which seems to be the main driver of a

new European Union post-Brexit.

This research aims at  scrutinizing the role that  security and defence is  likely to play in the EU27. The

objective is to gain an understanding of the new proposals and the implications concerning the construction

of an EU identity focusing on defence and security. We will also inquire whether the proposal for a Union of

Defence and Security is likely to increase cohesion between the member states or to have the opposite effect.



 Green MEPs on Twitter: The Creators of a European Public Sphere? 

Sophie Schmalenberger

Aarhus University (Denmark)

This paper explores the question how North-Western European, Green MEPs in their everyday use of Twitter

contribute to the emergence of a European public sphere. Following Habermas (1992/1996), the latter is

understood as trans-European vertical and horizontal criss-crossing networks of communication that function

as arena for dialogue and debate aiming at political decision making. 

The EU is widely said to suffer from a democratic deficit  due to a lack of political communication and

deliberation  (Liebert  2007).  Members  of  the  EP  as  only  directly  elected  EU  institution  constitute  a

communicative link between EU politics and their constituencies. Due to this institutional role, they naturally

come in as potential facilitators of a Europeanised sphere of deliberation through strategic communicative

action via Twitter as online medium, that is not constrained by national borders. Green North-Western MEPs

here are considered as most progressive in their use of Twitter. 

In its core part, the paper aims to find answers to the above-mentioned question by applying the framework

of claims analysis as introduced by Koopmans & Erbe (2004) to measure Europeanisation in offline media to

the content of nine Green MEPs’ Tweets. 

The paper finds that the Green MEPs under scrutiny overall use Twitter for political communication and

strongly thematise  EU-level  and  to  a  lesser  extent  other  member  states’ issues.  The  networks  they are

operating in through communicative interlinkages are to a large extent elitist, politically homogeneous and

confined to national borders with a medium level of vertical and almost no visible evidence of horizontal

Europeanisation.  It  is  thus  concluded  that  Green  MEPs  on  Twitter  appear  to  be  active  in  fuelling  the

Europeanisation of their national public spheres but only to a limited extent contribute to a dense network of

criss-crossing communicational interlinkages across Europe and thus a truly Europeanised space for political

communication and deliberation. 



Europeanization of public spheres in times of crisis?

An analysis of news coverage in Germany on the Greek Sovereign Debt Crisis

Laura Prestien

Freie Universität Berlin (Germany)

The Eurozone crisis which originated in the banking sector, has largely transcended this field of impact. By

now,  it  represents  a  major  challenge to  the  European integration project  -  affecting  more  than just  the

financial institution of the EU. Particularly the Greek Sovereign Debt Crisis has triggered problems that the

EU still  struggles to solve.  The outbreak of the Hellenic crisis  exposed both the EU’s vulnerability and

controversy about deeper integration.

The European project seemed to be threatened as new questions arose which went beyond discussions about

financial help. These questions concern equally political élites and European citizens. Leading to a further

erosion  of  the  ‘permissive  consensus’,  the  crisis  indicated  that  the  future  of  European  integration  is

increasingly dependent on public opinion. Given its magnitude, the Hellenic crisis serves as a significant

setting to investigate the  Europeanization of Public Spheres  in member states in a climate of crisis. This

paper conducts a political claimsanalysis to examine news coverage on the Greek Debt Crisis in two German

quality newspapers  following a  comparative  logic  (N= 510).  The  results  indicate  decreasing  tendencies

within patterns of Europeanization  vis-à-vis  an upward trend emphasizing national perspectives within the

public sphere from a longitudinal perspective. For the German public sphere, this reveals an ambiguous

outlook as  despite  the  dominance of patterns  of Europeanization,  there are clear tendencies moving the

German public sphere away from an ‘ideal’ situation. Since media influence how citizens evaluate political

realities,  the  diminishing  visibility  of  EU-level  and  other  member  state  actors  might  not  only  have

implications on how the Greek crisis is assessed on the national level. It might also hamper dialogue and

understanding  across  European  member  states  as  the  relative  influence  of  national  actors  within  news

coverage is strengthened.



On the source of values in European communication

Maja Bednarska

Pontifical University of John Paul II (Cracow, Poland)

In  my paper  I  would  like  to  show how in  modern European history values  had  been  graved and later

redeemed again.  My ground to  think  about  morality is  Karol  Wojtyła  and Józef  Tischner’s  thinking.  I

proposed the thesis that  because of hard experiences of war and totalitarian system in the 20 th century;

because of nihilism and wrong understanding of human freedom; and because of media culture and a lack of

authentic relationships between people; interpersonal communication is superficial and empty. In order to

make communication creative and human, in order to restore its first meaning and lost deepness, I believe it

is necessary to see the moral dimension of communication and redefine its fundamental structure from the

point of view of the philosophy of the person. Thus, I asked the questions: Who communicates? What does

one communicate  for?  What is  the message? They lead to considering the act  of  communication in its

fundamental structure. 



http://www.ecrea.eu

ECREA  is  the  learned  society  for  communication  scholars  across  Europe  and  beyond.  Individuals,

institutions and associations have chosen to become members of ECREA to join a large community devoted

to  the  development  and  the  quality  of  communication  research  and  higher  education  in  Europe.

ECREA hosts  three  networks  (Central  and  East-European  (CEE)  Network,  Women’s  Network and

Young Scholars Network(YECREA)) as well as 17 thematic sections, each developing their own sets of

activities.  Every year,  dozens of PhD students gather together with leading scholars during the ECREA

Summer School. ECREA also manages its own Book Series which publishes at least one volume of original

and  innovative  academic  work  every  year.

ECREA welcomes individual as well as institutional members. The fee structure offers specific rates for new

members,  for  young  scholars  and  for  members  from  soft-currency  countries.

All activities within ECREA are developed and organised to serve the community, enhance the quality of

communication research and higher education, provide opportunities to exchange, share and collaborate, and

to promote the interests of communication scholars. More importantly, ECREA is a bottom up organisation

where various projects and ideas are emerging and materialising, driven by the energy and enthusiasm of the

members. 

ECREA has been founded at the first European Communication Conference (ECC) in Amsterdam on 25

November 2005, as a merger of two European associations of communication researchers: the European

Communication Association (ECA) and the European Consortium for Communications Research (ECCR).

http://www.ecrea.eu/register
http://www.ecrea.eu/benefits/bookseries
http://www.ecrea.eu/events/schools
http://www.ecrea.eu/divisions/section
http://www.ecrea.eu/divisions/network/id/14
http://www.ecrea.eu/divisions/network/id/17
http://www.ecrea.eu/divisions/network/id/20
http://www.ecrea.eu/about/history


OBJECTIVES

ECREA  is  an  international  non-profit  association  with  the  following  aims:

- To provide a forum where researchers and others involved in communication and information research can

meet  and exchange information and documentation about  their  work.  Its  disciplinary focus will  include

media, (tele)communications and informatics research, including relevant approaches of human and social

sciences;

- To encourage the development of research and systematic study, especially on subjects and areas where

such work is not well developed;

- To stimulate academic and intellectual  interest  in media  and communication research,  and to promote

communication and cooperation between members of the Association;

-  To co-ordinate  the  circulation  of  information  on  communications  research  in  Europe,  with  a  view to

establishing a database of ongoing research;

- To encourage, support, and where possible, publish, the work of young researchers in Europe;

- To take into account the desirability of different languages and cultures in Europe;

-  To  develop  links  with  relevant  national  and  international  communication  organisations  and  with

professional communication researchers working for commercial organisations and regulatory institutions,

both public and private;

- To promote the interests of communication research within and among the Member States of the Council of

Europe and the European Union;

- To collect and disseminate information concerning the professional position of communication researchers

in the European region; and

- To develop, improve and promote communication and media education.



The ECREA Temporary Working Group “Communication and the European Public Sphere” aims to shed

light on the impact of the European public sphere on the future of European integration. The constructive

discussions and the collaborative work stimulated by this TWG will open up new directions in research in

the field and will explore new theoretical frameworks that explain how current communication practices,

including media visibility and framing, public discourse, citizens’ perceptions and participation, influence the

development  of  a  European  arena  of  communication.

The  results  of  the  discussions  within  the  TWG  will  impact  significantly  on  the  analysis  of  EU

Communication  and  the  European  public  sphere.  Furthermore,  the  conceptual  and  methodological

framework for investigating the role of the media and opinion leaders in shaping people’s attitudes towards

the European Union could be replicated and refined by similar research projects implemented in various

countries of the EU. Data and results of future research in the field will set the ground for comparison within

the EU counties with respect to the dynamics of public attitudes towards the EU and to the emergence of a

European identity. 

Objectives of the ECREA Temporary Working Group “Communication and the European Public Sphere”: 

The academic inquiry about the European public sphere is situated at the crossroad of political sciences and

communication  studies.  The  concept  started  to  be  heavily investigated  in  the  last  two decades,  mainly

focusing on  two perspectives  prominent  in  the  public  debate:  the  institutional  one (structures,  officials,

treaties, norms, etc.) and the citizens’ union. Investigating the European public sphere has proven to be a

very challenging endeavor,  both theoretically and empirically.  The academic literature opens three main

paradigms  of  interpretation  of  the  European  sphere:  the  homogeneous  European  public  sphere,  the

Europeanized national public spheres, and the ad-hoc, fluid public sphere, created as aggregates of opinions

around issues  and common concerns  at  the  European level.  At  this  point,  several  other  actors  become

particularly important in the matter:  media, civil  society, and political actors.  What are their roles in the



construction  (or  deconstruction)  of  a  European  public  sphere,  and  how did  the  global  crisis  affect  the

credibility and legitimacy of the European project itself? 

The  Temporary  Working  Group  “Communication  and  the  European  Public  Sphere”  seeks  to  promote

theoretical and empirical interdisciplinary work on how various communication practices impact upon the

emergence of a European public sphere and, also,  on the creation and/or consolidation of the European

identity. The TWG also aims to significantly add to the scholarly debates and policy-making related to the

development of a European public sphere. 

The constructive discussions and the collaborative work promoted by the TWG will: 

-  contribute  to  the  literature  in  the  field by opening  up new research directions  and by exploring new

theoretical frameworks that explain the existence and functioning of a European public sphere; 

- examine the relationship between communication practices - as carried out by both mainstream and new

media, political parties, EU officials, European institutions, groups of interests, etc. - and conceptualizations

of European citizenship, identity, and solidarity; 

- investigate how engaged citizenry impacts upon the process of articulating a European collective identity; 

-  explore  various  models  of  collective  identity  (i.e.  civic,  cultural,  instrumental)  that  extend  beyond

citizenship and nationality; 

- analyze the EU communication phenomena in the context of the crisis (i.e. the emergence of Eurosceptic

attitudes, the EU’s crisis of legitimacy); 

- design new empirical investigations of both mainstream and new media visibility and framing of EU-

related topics; 

- stimulate interdisciplinary approaches to the topic by encouraging dialogue between communication and

media studies, sociology, political science, etc.; 

- establish and consolidate an international community of scholars interested in this topic; 

- involve and encourage doctoral candidates and junior researchers to pursue their scientific interests in this

field; 

-  disseminate  the  work  resulting  from the  activities  of  the  TWG (conferences,  workshops,  etc.)  to  the

academic community and the public at large. 



http://www.en.uj.edu.pl

The Jagiellonian University is the oldest higher education institution in Poland and one of the oldest in

Europe. It was founded on 12 May 1364 by the Polish king Casimir the Great. The Jubilee year 2014 marked

the 650th anniversary of this remarkable event. Since its very beginning, the Jagiellonian University has been

an international institution. Poles, Ruthenians, Lithuanians, Hungarians, Germans, Czechs, the Swiss, the

English, the Dutch, the French the Spanish, Italians, and even Tatars studied here in the old days.

Further development of the University has been inextricably bound with the turbulent and often tragic history

of Poland. The institution managed to survive both the partitions of Poland by Russia, Prussia and Austria,

and the two world wars,  serving as  a guardian of  Polish culture  and identity and educating successive

generations  of  Poles,  as  well  as  members  of  other  nations,  significantly contributing to  the  intellectual

heritage of Europe.

Some of the Jagiellonian University students and academics have been major historical figures, including

world famous scholars, such as Nicolaus Copernicus or Karol Olszewski, as well as Karol Wojtyła, the future

Pope John Paul II.

Today, the Jagiellonian University comprises 16 Faculties, where nearly 4 thousand academic staff conduct

research and provide education to over 40 thousand students, within the framework of more than 80 different

fields of study. The eminent researchers and state-of-the-art infrastructure make the JU one of the leading

Polish  scientific  institutions,  collaborating  with  major  academic  centres  from  all  over  the  world.  The

Jagiellonian University is also home to about 150 student societies, where young researchers pursue their

academic interests and develop friendships with people who share their passion.

The  university's  prestige  in  both  Poland  and  abroad  is  illustrated  by  its  widely  recognised  research

achievements. 

Yet another advantage of the Jagiellonian University is its location in the historic city of Kraków, the former

capital of Poland and a great cultural centre, visited by millions of tourists. Some of the University buildings

are major historical sites themselves. 
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