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Foreword

Socio-cultural, economic and political transformations have altered both 
the Chinese and Eastern European societies over the last few decades, cre-
ating a new context in which both these regions continue to undergo im-
portant changes and meet future challenges, such as economic reforms, 
social inequality, aging population, sustainable development, environ-
mental problems, legal issues, educational challenges, and others. In the 
fi elds of economics, culture and education, many possibilities to meet 
partners from geographically distant areas have recently appeared. These 
encounters between diff erent cultures entail various challenges. What 
are the eff ects of contacts between representatives of diff erent countries 
of Eastern and Central Europe and China? A comprehensive analysis of 
these spheres could off er great opportunities for interdisciplinary com-
parative research. This text explores the dynamics of dialogue between 
China and CEE in a number of areas.

The study of the Chinese presence in Central and Eastern Europe and 
the relations between these two regions was initiated as a result of inten-
sifying exchange between academics both from China and many coun-
tries of the region. The second stage was the intellectually stimulating 
Conference on China-Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) Cross-Cultural 
Dialogue, Education and Business organized by the Confucius Institute 
in Krakow and the Institute of Middle and Far Eastern Studies at the Ja-
giellonian University on September 22–24, 2015. The conference was sup-
ported by the Beijing Foreign Studies University, Confucius Institutes in 
Budapest, Bucharest, Lancaster, Ljubljana, Olomouc, Skopje, and Sofi a, 
the Faculty of Economics at the University of Ljubljana, the Institute of 
European Studies at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, the Shang-
hai University of International Business & Economics, and the Alliance 
of Chinese and European Business Schools.

This book, as well as the conference, aimed to promote cross-disci-
plinary, academic, educational and professional dialogue concerning all 
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kinds of China-CEE subject areas. The main idea was to use a compara-
tive approach and combine diverse experiences and diff erent research ap-
proaches and perspectives across various disciplines in order to analyze 
similarities between the two regions, as well as to address future chal-
lenges related to socio-economic and institutional transformations. De-
spite the great distance that separates them, as well as obvious cultural 
diff erences, these two regions also have important common traits and 
can learn from each other.

This book is divided into three sections. Part One, “Societies and 
Cultures in Transition”, contains nine chapters. Its contributors present 
a wide range of topics, including the diff erences and similarities in the 
fi eld of ethics, law and government systems, a comparative analysis of 
solutions to environmental and population problems, the development 
of Chinese presence in some of the countries of the region, as well as the 
perception of China in media and among students.

Part Two, “Economy and Markets in Transition”, focuses on econom-
ics. Its nine contributors of diff erent backgrounds cover the issues of the 
Chinese economic infl uence on Central and Eastern Europe, including 
foreign direct investments, potential development of markets, and the 
expected impact of the New Silk Road and the Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank on CEE economies. Their interests also include the com-
parison between China and CEE in the fi eld of innovation and develop-
ment patterns.

Part Three, “Education in Transition”, contains eight chapters, writ-
ten by authors who combine practical experience with an analysis of 
education issues. Their research presents a picture of Chinese teaching, 
including issues pertaining to the Chinese language and culture classes 
provided by Confucius Institutes, and a comparative analysis of teaching 
styles. The two fi nal chapters are links to history, showing the historical 
perspective of Eastern European Jesuits working in China.

I would like to extend special thanks and appreciation not only to the 
contributors, but also to Ms. Danijela Voljč and Dr. Matevž Rašković, 
University of Ljubljana, for their original idea of networking. I would also 
like to express my gratitude to Prof. Krzysztof Kościelniak, Prof. Adam 
W. Jelonek, Prof. Zhao Gang, and Prof. Bogdan Góralczyk for their sup-
port and guidance. Finally, I would like to thank Ms. Katarzyna Liwosz, 
Assistant Conference Coordinator, for her great commitment to the orga-
nization of the conference.

Joanna Wardęga
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