Neue Studien zur Sachsenforschung 8



Early medieval waterscapes
Risks and opportunities for (im)material cultural exchange



Neue Studien zur Sachsenforschung
Band 8

herausgegeben vom
Braunschweigischen Landesmuseum

in Verbindung mit dem
Internationalen Sachsensymposion

durch
Babette Ludowici



Early medieval waterscapes
Risks and opportunities for (im)material cultural exchange

herausgegeben von
Rica Annaert

Agentur fr das Kulturerbe Flanderns



Alle Beitrage wurden einem Verfahren zur Qualitatssicherung unterzogen
Umschlaggestaltung: Karl-Heinz Perschall

Satz und Layout: oeding print GmbH, Braunschweig

Redaktion: Rica Annaert, Tim Bellens, Pieterjan Deckers, Frans Theuws,
Dries Tys, Robert Van Dierendonck, Luc Van Impe, Johan Veeckman,
Laurent Verslype

Bibliografische Information der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek:

Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der
Deutschen Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten

sind im Internet Uber http://dnb.d-nb.de abrufbar.

© 2019 Braunschweigisches Landesmuseum
Alle Rechte vorbehalten

Verlag Uwe Krebs, 38176 Wendeburg, 2019
Abbildungsnachweise liegen in der Verantwortung der Autoren
Druck: oeding print GmbH, Braunschweig

ISBN: 978-3-932030-79-6



Inhalt

| Waterscape Societies. Landscape and Environment

Adam Ciedliriski, Karin Gébel und Jérg Nowotny
Bedeutung des Wassers bei der Griindung einer Nekropole. GIS-gestitzte Untersuchungen zur raumlichen Lage der
GrabhUgelgraberfelder der Wielbark-Kultur in Nord- und Ostpolen

Anne-Sofie Grdslund
Rune stones located close to waterways

Bertil Helgesson
Northwestern Scania, Southern Halland and Jordanes. Societies between land and water

Mads Ravn, Christian Juel, Charlotta Lindblom and Anne Pedersen
Erritsa — new investigations of an aristocratic, early Viking Age manor in Western Denmark c. 700-850 AD

Wojciech Nowakowski
Die Weichsel als Trennungslinie in der antiken und frihmittelalterlichen Geographie und der archaologischen Realitat

Il Waterscape Societies. Material Culture

Morten Axboe and Tim Grennegaard
Migration Period Jewellery from Hgvlshakke, Northeastern Zealand

Menno F. P. Dijkstra and Ao A. A. Verhoeven
Revetments and Refuse: The booming economy and material culture of Carolingian Leiderdorp in the Rhine delta

Jean Soulat, Nathalie Pil and Delphine Cense-Bacquet
Analyses of the Quentovic combs (La Calotterie, Pas-de-Calais, France): a typological study combined
with microwear and usewear analyses

Il Waterscapes and Hinterland Connections
Elise Doyen, Antoine Guicheteau and Vincent Marchaisseau
Characteristics of land use during the Medieval period (67-131" centuries) in the Middle Seine valley:

the example of the Nogentais area (Aube, France)

Thorsten Lemm
Protecting Hedeby — Reconstructing a Viking Age maritime defense system based on visual communication

Torsten Ringer
Medieval Watermills - Diffusion, Control and Beneficiaries of a Powerful Technology

Christopher Scull
Sand and Sea: waterscapes and centres of the early East Anglian kingdom in south-east Suffolk

29

37

47

55

65

79

91

101

115

127



IV Trade and Transport

Katrine Balsgaard Juul
Static Dynamics of (Im)material Identities in an Emerging Coastal Culture

Marzena J. Przybyta and Ewa Rydzewska
Amber as passage money on the journey to the afterlife: the role of Jutland amber in the Late
Roman and Early Migrations periods (ca. 160-450 AD)

Eleanor Rye
Place-names and Travel in the Early Medieval Humber Region

Torun Zachrisson, Anna Kjellstrém and Maja Krzewiriska
The river Fyris route in Svithiod - a stop at Early Vendel period Tuna in Alsike, Sweden

V' New Research Results
Alexandra Hilgner
Elaborate pin suites from 7™ century high-status

female burials. — A symbol of the influence of early monasticism in Anglo-Saxon England?

Magdalena Maczyriska
Die Stufen C3 und D1 in der Wielbark-Kultur — ein Trennungsversuch

Henk M. van der Velde and Gavin L. Williams

Who does not honour the small? Burials from the early middle ages in the east of the Netherlands

139

153

173

185

197

207

221



Amber as passage money on the journey to the afterlife: the role of Jutland amber in the
Late Roman and Early Migrations periods (ca. 160-450 AD)'

Marzena J. Przybyfa and Ewa Rydzewska

Introduction

The value of amber has long been discussed in the context
of long-distance contact and trade at various stages in pre-
history. This also applies to the Roman and Migrations peri-
ods, for which the role of trade in amber gathered in Sambia
or in the Vistula Lagoon region has been particularly empha-
sised, in connection with both the network of contacts with-
in Barbaricum and the long-distance connections with prov-
inces of the Roman Empire (i.a. Corta-BroniEwska 1984; Lunp
Hansen 1991; Wietowiesski 1991; Kotenoo 1998, 131-190;
Wietowiesski 1998; Curta 2007; Buusiene 2011; Brrner-WROBLEWS-
ka and Wrostewski 2015; Quast 2017, 59-65). In this paper,
we would like to draw the reader’s attention to yet another
source of amber potentially important in that time, namely
North Sea amber abundantly occurring on the western and
northern shores of Jutland (Proug 2001). The significance of
this source has been particularly widely discussed in the con-
text of the Neolithic and Bronze Age (i.a. SHennan 1982; Lags-
son 2001; Rowtanos and Ling 2013). Possible exploitation of
Jutland amber also during the Roman and Migrations peri-
ods was suggested as well, but there was no sufficient evi-
dence available at that time to support this hypothesis (Luno
Hansen 1991, 189). At present, it seems that several argu-
ments can be shown in its support. The starting point for
our discussion will be Late Roman Period? and Early Migra-
tion Period burials from southern Scandinavia in which am-
ber played the role of obol, i.e. a medium of payment.

Spindle-shaped lumps of amber and the “obol of the dead”
custom in southern Scandinavia in the Late Roman and Early
Migrations periods

Firstly, we would like to discuss three Late Roman burials in
which single spindle-shaped lumps of amber varying from 2 to
4 cm in length were found (Fig. 1A:15; 1B:10; 2:8). One of
them belonged to a 25-30-year-old male buried in Simris
cemetery, Skane (grave 54). The discovery, among other ob-
jects, of elements of weaponry representing Jorgen llkjser
group 7 allows the grave to be dated to phases C1b-C2
(SternquisT 1955, 20-22; Ikiar 1990, 291-294; Rau 2010, 110-
111) (Fig. 1A:15). The second burial, discovered in the Kaerup
cemetery (grave A3663) Zealand, belonged to a female 30-40

years old and can be referred to phase C3a based on such ele-
ments as a plate brooch of Thomas type D (Kaerup variant), a
pin of Beckmann type 114-115, a brooch of the Haraldsted
type, variant A acc. to Rau, an early form of a Biigelknopffibel,
and a bone comb of Ethelberg group 3 (Maitunp CHRISTENSEN
2011, 59-61) (fig. 1B:10). The third grave is the inhumation
burial of a female approximately 50 years old discovered in
Pruszcz Gdariski site 5 (grave 17) in Pomerelia (TuszyNiska 2000,
pl. 1:B17, 11I:17; Pietrza et al. 2015, 24-26, 50-51, pl. 13-15)
which can be placed within phase C2b based on such arte-
facts as a pair of Matthes B brooches, an AVI.178 brooch
with a bow of semi-circular section, and an A.162 brooch
with a broad, knee-bent bow (Fig. 2:5-130).

An interesting feature shared by these burials is that the
mentioned spindle-shaped amber objects were, in all three
of them, placed in the mouths of the deceased (Fig. 2:1-3,
2:5). This allows these inventories to be associated with the
custom, originating from the Mediterranean, of placing a
small coin into the mouth of the dead. The coin was meant
to be the payment to a ferryman for crossing the River
Acheron/Styx dividing the world of the living from the world
of the dead (Gorecki 1975; AtroLpy-GAzoac and GAzoac 2013;
GAzpAc 2014). Therefore, the first two of the mentioned buri-
als have been referred to in studies on the adaptation of the
“Charon’s obol” custom in southern Scandinavia in the Late
Roman Period, and thus introduced into a broader discussion
on the extent and ways in which the antique world influ-
enced populations inhabiting this area. Due to the number
of finds to date, these studies have been focused primarily
on Zealand, where this custom has been recorded in 19 cas-
es. In each case this was a substitute for a classical version of
obol, having the form of gold plates, scrap gold, gold wire,
gold finger rings of simple forms, fragments of glass vessels,
lumps of raw amber, or, of most interest to us here, of spin-
dle-shaped pieces of worked amber (Bove 2002a; Bove
2002b; Bemmann 2005; Drevs DyHreeLD-Jornsen 2011).

Spindle-shaped amber lumps similar to those discovered
in Simris, Kaerup, and Pruszcz Gdanski are known from an-
other 7 burials dated to the Late Roman or Early Migrations
Period (Fig. 3). Five of them come from Jutland and two
from the triangle between the Elbe and Weser Rivers. They
have not been connected with the Charon’s obol custom
thus far because they originate either from accidentally dis-
covered inhumation burials for which no detailed informa-
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Figure 1. A = Simris, Skane, gr. 54; B—Kaerup, Sorg amt, gr. A3663 (A — after Suernquist 1955; B — after Maiuno Christensen 2011).
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Figure 2. 1 - Plan of grave 54 from Simris, Skane; 2 — spindle-shaped piece of amber from grave 54 at Simris, Skane; 3 - plan of grave A3669 from Keerup, Sorg
amt; 4 - spindle-shaped shaped piece of amber from grave A3669 z Kaerup, Sorg amt; 5 — plan of grave 17 from Pruszcz Gdariski, pow. loco, site 5; 5-130 — in-

ventory of grave 17 at Pruszcz Gdanski, pow. loco, site 5 (1-2 — after Suernquist 1955; 3 — redrawn after Maiunp Christensen 2011; 4 — after MAILUND CHRISTENSEN
2011; 5 - redrawn after Tuszyfiska 2000; 6130 — after Pietrzak et al. 2015).



Table 1. Grave inventories with spindle-shaped pieces of amber.

tion concerning the position of artefacts in grave is available,
or from cremation burials. Four of the mentioned graves
from Jutland can be dated within phases C1b and C2: An-
drup, Naesbjerg, gr. Ai, Esbjerg, Storegade 72, all in Ribe
Amt, and Nerkjaer Mark, Ringkebing amt. A slightly later
chronology, within phases C3b and early D1, can be as-
signed to grave 242 from Enderupskov, Haderslev amt (see
Table 1 and Fig. 4B).

As mentioned above, two spindle-shaped amber arte-
facts are also known from the triangle between the lower
Elbe and the Weser. They come from two cremation burials

156

Grave Reglon Type of Context Sex Inventory Chronal, | Lit./Mus. no.
Erave
:5{';'1‘-"8”-'15‘”’53':“-’ 72, | Jutland | inhumation knive; two clay vessels C1b-C2 | NMC 30324-27
ibe al
| three fibulae A.195; fibula M1 |
with semicircular cross-section
Narkjaer Mark, lutland | inhumation | ——— fermale | of the bow; plate fibula Mackeprang 1943,
Ringkehing amt Thomas D, var. Grumlase; iron Clb 99, cat. B9
| comb R.3
Andrup, Ribe amt Jutland | inhumation | —— female | silver fibula Ethelberg 5a
with disc-shaped head; inon ) MM C 21115-25
comb P.3; two amber beads; cibcaa
three clay vessels
Enderupskov, Jutland Inhumation | ™ information,
Hadersley amt, ut skeleton not Nydam fibula; clay cup C3b- | Erhelberg 1986, 70
Er 2421983 preserved early D1
MNashjerg, Ribe amt, ; " irgn comb P.1; two clay
ar. Al Jutland inhumation | —— fermale e e e oz :-;alck:::ﬁlnlgz 1943,
probably fibulae M.ILE U
Ka®rup, Sord amt, ) female, | ia. Bigelknop#fibel with
gr. A3663 Zealand | inhumation | in the mouth 30-40 top-shaped knobs; pin
years old | B.114-115; Haralsted fibula, ) )
var. A after Rau; plate fibula C3a ETIIW:;FETS’;E"SE“
Thomas D, var. Kzrup; antler :
comb Ethelberg group 3;
bronze and silver rings;
three beaded necklaces
Westerwanna |, Lower . glass vessel E.209; fragm. of 7 r
cremation immer-Linnfeld 1960,
Lkr. Cuxhaven, gr. 821 Sancy ! _glass msel:gr.egn glass C1bC2a 36, pl. 105:821
inlay; bronze fitting
Westerwanna Il Lower ) awe; spindle whorl; bronze _
Lkr. Cuxhaven, gr. 184 Sanony Fremation male ring; spring of fibula; pair of Quiltfeldt,
scissors; resing bronze needle; p1 | Roggenbuck 1385,
antler needle-case; clay 34-35, pl. 41:134
vessel type Ethelberg VW
male, i.a. weapon combination of ) )
Simiris, Skdne, gr. 54 Scania | inhumation | inthe mouth | 25-30 group 7 after |ikjaer; bakeus Stjernguist 1955,
years old| fastening; game pieces; three | .\ 20-23
layer comb; two gold and
one siiver rings; belt buckle
and strap-end; two pots
Pruszcz Gdahski, Gdahsk | probably fernale, | I-3. 3 pair of fibulae Tuszyfiska 2000,
pow, loco, site 5, gr. 17 | Pomerania | OO L i the mouth | 50 Matthes B silver fibula 132-141, pl. ;17
rs old | A178; bronze fibula A.162
yea
with knee-like bent bow; ]}
three beaded necklaces; sibeer
and bronze pendants;
gold finger-ring

discovered in the Westerwanna cemetery, Lkr. Cuxhaven, of
which grave 821 can be dated within phases C1b-C2a and
grave 184 probably to phase D1 (in the Scandinavian chro-
nology). In the former case the chronology is indicated by a
glass E209 vessel (Lunp Hansen 2000, 329-330) (Fig. 3:26),
and in the latter by a ceramic vessel having analogies in the
south-Jutlandic vessels of Ethelberg groups IV/V (ETHELBERG
1986, 58, 88-89) (Fig. 3:30).

Even though for the above seven grave inventories we
have no detailed information on the position of spin-
dle-shaped amber objects within the grave pits, their formal
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Figure 3. 1-7 — Nerkjeer Mark, Ringkebing amt; 8-13 — Naesbjerg, Ribe amt, gr. Ai; 14-21 - Andrup, Ribe amt; 22-25 - Esbjerg Storegade 72, Ribe amt; 26~
29 - Westerwanna, Lkr. Cuxhaven, gr. 821; 30-41 — Westerwanna, Lkr. Cuxhaven, gr. 184; 42-43 — Enderupskov, Haderslev amt, gr. 242/1983 (1-25 - Na-
tionalmuseet Kgbenhavn, phot. M.J. and M.S. Przybyta; 26-29 — after Zimvier-Linnreto 1960; 30-41 — after Quittretor and Roceensuck 1985; 42-43 — after

ETHeLserG 1986).
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Figure 4. A - Late Roman and Early Migrations Period sites in Barbaricum where the custom of placing an object into the mouth of the dead was recorded (after Bevmann
2005; Drevs DyhreeLo-Jomnsen 2011, supplemented with spindle-shaped obols): 1 = Andrup, Ribe amt (C1b—C2a); 2 - Bad Lippspringe, Lkr. Paderborn, gr. 2 (D2, Danubian
chronology); 3 - Bakkegard @ist, Kabenhavns Amt,gr. H (C2); 4 - Bakkegard @st, Kabenhavns Amt, gr. O (C2); 5 - Barup Sandgrav, Praeste amt, gr. 2 (C1b2-C2); 6 - Bran-
delev, Praesta amt (C2b—C3); 7 - Brendsager, Kabenhavns amt, gr. 2000 (C2); 8 - Ellekide, Kabenhavns amt, gr. 34 (C2a); 9 - Emersleben, Lkr. Halberstadt, gr. 1 (C2); 10
— Emersleben, Lkr. Halberstadt, gr. 2 (C2); 11 - Enderupskov, Haderslev amt, gr. 242/1983 (C3b-D1); 12 - Engbjerg, Kgbenhavns amt, gr. 12 (C2a); 13 - Engbjerg, Kaben-
havns amt, gr. 18 (C2a); 14 - Engbjerg, Kabenhavns amt, gr. 4 (C2b); 15 - Engbjerg, Kebenhavns amt, gr. 6 (C1b-C2); 16 - Esbjerg, Storgade 72, Ribe amt (C1b-C2); 17 -
Frienstedt, Stadt Erfurt, gr. 898 (C2); 18 — Gile, Oppland, barrow 17 (C1a); 19 -~ Gommern, Lkr. Jerichower Land (C2); 20 — Greve, Kabenhavns amt (C2); 21 - Hagerup,
Svendborg amt (C2); 22 - Halle-Stidost, Stadtkreis Halle (C); 23 - HaRleben, Lkr. Sémmerda, gr. 18 (C2); 24 — HaRleben, Lkr. Sdmmerda, gr. 20 (C2); 25 - Halleben, Lkr.
Sommerda, gr. 4 (C2); 26 — HaRleben, Lkr. Sémmerda, gr. 8 (C2); 27 — Hastrup, Praesta amt, gr. 2 (C2-C3); 28 - Haven, Lkr. Ludwigslust-Parchim, gr. 2/1967 (C2); 29 -
Herzebrock-Clarholz, Lkr. Gtersloh (Early Merovingian Period); 30 - Himlinggje, Praesta amt, gr. 1/1894 (C1b—C2a); 31 - Himlinggje, Praeste amt, gr. 2/1949 (C2a); 32 -
Hejbakkegard, Kebenhavns amt, gr. 87 (C1b-C2a); 33 - Kaerup, Sorg amt, gr. A3663 (C3a); 34 — Kaerup, Sorg amt, gr. A3688 (C1b—C2a); 35 - Kalder, Gotland, gr. 2 (C3);
36 - Leuna, Lkr. Merseburg-Querfurt, gr. 2/1917 (C2); 37 - Lavetandsvej, Viborg amt, gr. A38 (C2b—C3a); 38 - Lunde, Vest-Agder (C); 39 — Maglebjerg, Praestg amt, gr.
A20 (C2b); 40 — Naesbjerg, Ribe amt, gr. Ai (C2); 41 - Neudorf-Bornstein, Kr. Rendsburg-Eckernforde, gr. 4 (C3); 42 - Nerkjaer Mark, Ringkebing Amt (C1b); 43 - Praesres-
tien, Ribe amt, gr. QJJ (D1); 44 - Pruszcz Gdaniski, pow. Pruszcz Gdanski, site 5, gr. 17 (C2b); 45 - Salands, Linde sn., Gotland (D2); 46 - Sejlflod, Alborg amt, gr. 1B (D1); 47
- Sejlflod, Alborg amt, gr. SY (D1); 48 - Simris, Skéne, gr. 54 (C1b-C2); 49 - Smarum-Kong Svends Park, Kabenhavns amt, gr. 1001 (C1b2-C2); 50 - Tjaereborg-Jens
Kusksvej, Ribe Amt, gr. J@ (C2); 51 — Westerwanna |, Lkr. Cuxhaven, gr. 821 (C1b-C2a); 52 — Westerwanna II, Lkr. Cuxhaven, gr. 184 (D1); 53 — Woldegk, Lkr. Mecklen-
burg-Strelitz (C1b—C2); B - Spindle-shaped obols from Scandinavia: 1 - Kaerup, Sorg amt, gr. A3663; 2 — Naesbjerg, Ribe amt, gr. Ai; 3 - Esbjerg, Ribe amt, Storegade 72;
4 - Andrup, Ribe amt; 5 - Narkjeer Mark, Ringkebing amt; 6 - Simris, Skane, gr. 54; 7 — Pruszcz Gdariski, Pow. Pruszcz Gdariski, site 5, gr. 17 (1 — after Maiunp CHRIsTENSEN
2011; 2-5 - Nationalmuseet Kabenhavn, phot. M. J. Przybyta; 6 — after Stieanquis 1955; 7 — Muzeum Archeologiczne Gdarisk, phot. E. Rydzewska).
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Grave Region "obal”
KMaglebjerg, Praesta amt, gr. A20 Zealand piece of raw
amber
i f
Tiereborg-lens Kusksve], Ribe Amt, gr. 1@ butland | F'ORE S W
ambser
Pragsrestien, Ribe amt, gr. QU Jutland initially worked
piece of amber
: plece of raw
Sejiflod, Alborg amt, gr. 18 Judland | o
plece of raw
Sejlflod, Alborg amt, gr. Y Jutland
1 B B amber

Table 2. Graves with unworked or partly worked pieces of amber used as obols.

resemblance to the amber obols retrieved from the burials in
Simris, Kaerup, and Pruszcz Gdanski allows these artefacts to
be quite confidently interpreted as the manifestation of a
similar custom. From the map showing the distribution of
spindle-shaped amber objects found in sepulchral contexts
one can easily see that the main focus of their occurrence is
in Jutland, while single specimens are known from eastern
Scania, central Zealand, from the triangle between the Elbe
and the Weser, and from Pomerelia (Gdarisk Pomerania) (Fig.
4A). Therefore, the occurrence of spindle-shaped pieces of
amber in single graves outside Jutland can possibly be seen
as reflecting contacts with the latter territory. What is more,
for Scania, Zealand, and the area between the lower Elbe
and the Weser such connections can be demonstrated in
other categories of artefacts as well. The task is the simplest
in the case of the lower Elbe-Wesser triangle. The elements
linking this territory with Jutland include tutulus brooches of
the Ortbrook type typical of phases C2b—C3a (Przvavta
2018b, 298-300, fig. 10/26), similar variants of M.III brooch-
es (Przvevea 20183, 126-127, fig. 84:D, F, 0), single finds in
Jutland of vases (Trichternapf) typical of south-eastern
shores of the North Sea, the occurrence in both areas of ves-
sels of Ringtved type C having similar proportions and orna-
mentation (Mackeprang 1943, 29-30, 85; TiscHLer 1956, 57),
and, possibly, single finds of iron combs in the territory be-
tween the lower Elbe and the Wesser (ltki&r 1993, 276-279,
fig. 112; Levapa 1999). It is worth recalling here that in the
above-mentioned grave 184 from Westerwanna the spin-
dle-shaped amber object co-occurred with a vessel repre-
senting Ethelberg group IV/V, which probably also links with
southern Jutland (cf. Fig. 3:30).

Single elements strongly associated with Jutland have
been found in Scania, as well. One example is a cast, zoo-
morphic fibula from a female grave from Skillinge dated to
phase C2a, which finds most analogies in similarly dated
brooches from Jutland; the connection is also noticeable in
the occurrence of plate brooches of Thomas type D, Dyback

Position in grave Sex Chronel. Lit./Mus. no.
at the height of the .
head or chest; skeleton | female Cib E':'_ b7y Hansen 2011,
did not survive L1
at the height of the farmal - ESM 1566x295-297,
head 299-302,306
in west part of the grave;
skeleton did not survive ol ESM 1421x1332-1333
at the height of the ; Miglsen 2000a
emale '
head L 103-104; 2000k, 88
at the height of the Nielsen 2000a,166;
fermale Dl

head 20001, 140

variant, dated to phase C3 (Przvavea 2018b, 363-368, fig.
10/77).

The connection between Jutland and Zealand is a vast is-
sue and has been extensively discussed in archaeological lit-
erature. It is quite easy to identify Zealand elements in Jut-
land, especially in its northern part (Luno Hansen 1995, 389,
392; Przvevra 2012, 44; Przvevea 2015, 351; Przvevea 20183,
611-614, fig. 17/7-9, 17/13; Przvevea 2018b, 189-191, fig.
123). However, Jutland elements in Zealand are much less
common. One such element, namely a brooch of the M.IX
type, Store Darum variant, was found in a phase C2b burial
of a girl (gr. A3622) in the Kaerup necropolis, the same site
where the burial with the spindle-shaped amber obol men-
tioned above was found (Maituno Christensen 2011, 55-56,
fig. 8; Przvevea 2011, fig. 10). Importantly, apart from the
amber obol the latter burial also yielded a typically Jutlandic
ceramic vessel of Ringtved type J (Maitunp CHristensen 2011,
48-49, fig. 22). This context, despite the fact that the as-
semblage was found in Zealand, strengthens the hypothesis
about the Jutland connection regarding amber spin-
dle-shaped obols. Another example of relationships with Jut-
land is grave 24 from Engbjerg, Kebenhavn amt, dated to
phases C1b2-C2a, where the only pair of brooches of Ethel-
berg type 5a known in Zealand was found - the brooches
which are most common in the western part of southern
Jutland (EtHetsere 20093, 20).

One should also mention other finds of single amber
lumps, unworked or only slightly processed, discovered in
the mouth, by the jaw, or, where the skeleton has not sur-
vived, in the vicinity of the head. Such situations were re-
corded in four graves in Jutland, one of which dates to
phase C2 and the other three to the Early Migrations Period,
and in one grave in Zealand dated to phase C2b (Table 2).3

The mentioned worked or unworked lumps of amber can
be compared with other manifestations of the Charon'’s obol
custom known from Barbaricum. It should be made clear
that we are talking here about cases which can directly be
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Wealth of
Grave Gold abject ::zmt Sex - mmm Disturbed | Chrancd,
or Proybyla 2012 ()
Gosmmernn, Lkr. Jerichower Land aureus, Traianus [112,/114) 7 male [ lgroup 1] c2
HaRleben, Lir, S8mmarda, gr. 20 awreus, Laelanus (268) 661 female —_— c2
Emersleben, Lkr. Halberstadt, gr. 1 aurews, Severus Alexander (233), 585 rmalke [growp 2a) ™ 2
with perforation
Emersleben, Lkr. Hatberstadt, gr. 2 aureus, Pwtu_mus.qzsa:, 5 47 male {group 2h) . c2
with perfaration
HaBleben, Lir, Sémmerda, gr. 4 aureus, Victorinus (265270) 495 | male [groug 2b) cz
Hafleben, Lkr. Sémmerda, gr. 8 aurews, Galllenus (260,/268) 163 | female — ]
Frienstedt, Stadt Erfurt, gr. 858 aureus, Philippus 11 (2447247), — male [Eroup 2) »® c2
with perforation
Lewna, Lkr. Merseburg-Cluerfurt, gr. 2/1917 aurgus, Tetricus (370,274) 3158 male [Eroup b c2
Higerup, Swendborg amt spiral of gold wire 679 | male —_— 2
Brandelev, Praste amt godden ring B.2 523 L) [group 10) [ ] C2b-C3
Himbingaje, Prassta amt, gr. 11894 spirad ring of golden wire 6.15 T;I&I;:!s (group B} Clb-C2a
Hiiven, Lr, Ludwigsiust-Parchim, gr. /1967 spiral of gold wire 57 male — Q
Wewdorf-Bornstein, Er. Rendsburg-Eckernidede, gr. 4 | spiral ring of golden wire 5.36 male . c3
Kilder, Gotland, gr. 2 Imit.atiunofa:dd coin or medallion 403 male, o 3
of Constantinan dynasty double burial
Barup Sandgrav, Praesta amt, gr, 2 gold scrap 2.8 fermale {group 104) - Cib2-C2
Brendsager, Kabenhavns amt, gr, 2000 gold wire 108 ';;"::‘:‘:H {groun7) £z
Haltleben, Lkr. S4mmerda, gr. 18 gold plate 0.86 | infant —_— c2
Hastrup, Prassti amt, gr. 2 gobd wire 0,84 :aa':- :;-55 {Eroup 104) - £2-C3
Granvr, Kabenhavns amt gokd plate 0.62 ::I:;au-“ [group 9) c2
Salands, Gotland coin imitation — | male — o2
Bakkegard fst, Kabenhavns Am, gr. O gold scrap — l'r';ns {group 9 c2
Bakkegird @st, Kabenhavns Amt, gr. H gold serap — | female {group 10w] cz
Lumhe, Vest-Agder gold plate — | female — C
Lavetandsve], Viborg amt, gr. A38 sparal of gokd wire —_— ] — {group 7} Cib-Cla
Weldegk, Lkr. Mecklenburg-Strelitz gald plate — | male e L] Clb-C2
Himlingaje, Praesta amit, gr. /15949 geld serap - I:':;':;Dm‘ {group 1) Cia

Table 3. Weights of aureus coins and gold objects used as obols in Late Roman and Early Migrations Period graves in Central Germany and Scandinavia,
compared with the categories of grave inventory wealth. The six-tier wealth scale for male graves from Central Germany (with group 1 comprising the rich-

est burials) after Bemmann 2000; wealth scales for Zealand graves - cf. Fig. 5.

referred to the custom known from the antique culture, i.e.
objects being placed into the mouth, and being regarded as
a medium of payment. Two places where the custom in
question seems to be concentrated are Central Germany on
the one hand and southern Scandinavia and northern Ger-
many on the other. The bulk of the finds can be placed with-
in phases C1b—C2, although one can also show later ones,
dating to phases C3, D1 and the Early Merovingian period,
most of them in Scandinavia (Bemmann 2005; Drevs DYHRRIELD-
Jonnsen 2011) (cf. Fig. 4A).
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As it has already been raised in the literature with respect
to obols known from barbarian burials, the closer to the limes
the more similar they are to the classical model, even if in Cen-
tral Germany in graves from phase C2 the custom gains a tint
of a prestige behaviour, with the customary tiny coin replaced
by a gold one (Bemmann 2005, 27-29). Apparently, people liv-
ing there were quite aware of the function of coins as a medi-
um of payment, whose prestige was derived not only from the
value of gold bullion alone, but also from the association of
their form and iconography with the economic system of the
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Figure 5. Charon's obol custom in Zealand (A), Jutland (B) and Scania (C): social context (scale of wealth differentiation of grave inventories developed based
on Joraensen's (1988) scarcity index — taken from Przvavea 2011 and 2012). Regional scales include all graves with amber, glass, and gold obols. Graves
marked with italics are those with lowered value, discovered accidentally, with incomplete inventory.
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Figure 6. A-C: Percentages of amber beads in necklaces in inhumation graves representing particular wealth categories in Jutland, Zealand, and Scania in
phases C1b-D1 (for the scales see Fig. 5). Numbers in colour indicate average values for phases C1b—C2a, C2b-C3a, and C3b-D1. Since the number of in-
ventories representing particular wealth groups in particular chronological spans is very small, this information can be only regarded as tentative.

Roman Empire and the Imperial authority. This is not the same
in Scandinavia and northern Germany, where in the Late Ro-
man Period we have no monetary obols (Bemmann 2005, 23,
fig. 16; Drevs DvhreeLp-Jornsen 2011). They are substituted by
other objects possibly regarded as valuable in local communi-
ties, ones which may have functioned in trade as a traditional
‘currency’. Gold, which appears here usually as scrap metal,
fragments of wire or plates, seems to be a natural candidate
for metallic currency. Weight values of gold ‘obols" in Scandi-
navia roughly correspond with the weight ranges of gold aurei
occurring in Central German graves in phase C2, although it
should be noted that in both cases the values are considerably
dispersed (Table 3). The obols imitating coins do not appear in
Scandinavia before the close of the Late Roman Period, and
continue in the Migrations Period. However, one can give here
only two examples from Gotland (Lamm and Axsoe 1989, 466,
467, pl. 28:51, 29:53; Bemmann 2005, 39, no. 25, 29).

Another type of artefact playing the role of obols in
Scandinavia were fragments of Provincial Roman glass ves-
sels. Examples are known from Zealand, where they were
probably placed in graves on a pars pro toto principle (Bove
20023; Bove 2002b; Drevs DyHrResep-JoHnsen 2011). The great
importance of the inflow of provincial Roman imports to
Scandinavia, glass vessels included, for the building of eco-
nomic and social relationships has been often discussed in
literature (Heoeacer 1980; Lunp Hansen 1987; Lunp Hansen
1995, 371-384; EtxeLeerc et al. 2000, 145-169). Without go-
ing into the details of this discussion we can assume that
provincial Roman imports were regarded there as exotic, and
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therefore probably prestige, goods. The third variant of obol,
occurring primarily in Jutland, are lumps of amber®. Since in
the previous two variants we were dealing with artefacts
which had a real or symbolic association with objects having
an accepted value in the system of trade, the same signifi-
cance is very likely also in this case.

Comparing the inventories of graves from Central Germa-
ny and southern Scandinavia one can point to differences in
social contexts of the Charon’s obol custom. To illustrate
this, we will use the scales of grave goods wealth available
for particular regions. In Zealand, the custom in question
was recorded in burials of nearly all wealth categories, and
scrap gold was found not only in the richest graves but also
in those least affluent (Table 3, Fig. 7A). As for Jutland, no
obols have been found in the richest graves as yet, while
they were identified in those relatively well-furnished and in
poor inventories (Fig. 5B). The only known example of obol
in Scania was found in a grave representing the highest
wealth class (Fig. 5C). The picture is different in Central Ger-
many, where among graves dated to phase C2 the obols,
typically in the form of aureus coins, were found only in buri-
als representing the highest category within the scale devel-
oped for male burials from this territory (Table 3). Thus, the
Charon's obol custom seems to be confined mainly to the
elites here, and its adaptation was probably motivated large-
ly by reasons of prestige. The notably more egalitarian na-
ture of the discussed custom in Scandinavia can be ex-
plained with the presence in this region of a certain cultural
component, perhaps from the sphere of beliefs, which al-
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Figure 7. A-E - Percentages of amber beads in necklaces in inhumation graves in Jutland, Zealand, Scania, Funen, and Bornholm in phases C1b—C2a, C2b—

(33, and C3b-D1.

lowed for a socially broader incorporation of this foreign
custom into local funerary rituals. Important factor may have
been the role of water transport in south Scandinavian com-
munities as a leading means of transportation and integral
part of their lifestyle, which naturally affected the shape of
the imagined afterlife. One can assume that the payment for
crossing the river dividing the world of the living from the
world of the dead, rooted in the classical world, could easily
appeal to the minds of the people of the North.

Jutland amber as an alternative to amber from the southern
shores of the Baltic Sea in the Late Roman Period

Turning back to the regional differences in artefact types
placed in south Scandinavian graves as obols and the con-
centration of amber obols in Jutland it is hardly possible to
avoid asking the question: why did this type of obol (i.e. ob-
ject regarded as or symbolizing a medium of payment) ap-

pear precisely in Jutland? Can this be linked with some form
of trade in locally harvested amber? In other words, was the
North Sea amber a viable economic alternative to the amber
from the southern shores of the Baltic Sea in the Late Roman
Period? Unfortunately, currently available chemical methods
cannot distinguish between these two amber sources be-
cause their genesis is very similar (Savkevic 1981; Beck 1982).
Therefore, we have looked for the answer in indirect premis-
es, which could potentially point to regional and social dif-
ferences in the popularity of amber and thus bring us closer
to the identification of places where the raw material was
acquired. Our first step was to create a database of invento-
ries of Late Roman and Early Migrations period inhumation
graves containing beaded necklaces known from Zealand,
Jutland, and Scania, the three regions in Scandinavia where
amber obols have been found. The picture was later supple-
mented by-burials from Funen and Bornholm. This left us
with a total of 787 assemblages.> Cremation graves were ex-
cluded from analysis because amber, being a resin, is most
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Figure 8. Percentages of amber beads in necklaces from phases C1b—C2a, C2b-C3a, and C3b-D1 (calculated within administrative regions of the herred level).
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often completely burnt down in the fire of a funeral pyre
and is usually not represented at all in such assemblages (S+-
JernQuIsT 1993, 88). Thus, the database is not equally repre-
sentative for all the regions. The highest numbers of assem-
blages come from Jutland and Zealand where inhumation
was the prevalent burial rite. In Scania, inhumation burials
with beaded necklaces make up slightly more than half of all
inventories where beads were documented, and the same
applies to Funen and Bornholm as well. In our database, we
took into account the proportion of amber beads to glass
ones in particular graves and the sizes of the necklaces. In
the case of regions for which scales of grave inventory
wealth are available, i.e. Jutland, Zealand, and Scania (Przy-
Bvea 2012; Przvevea 2015), the above information could then
be compared with the wealth of entire inventories, chronol-
ogies of assemblages and their spatial distribution. The oc
currence of amber beads in graves representing particular
wealth categories was examined within broad chronological
timeframes spanning phases C1b—D1 to ensure a statistically
proper size of the sample. Particular grave categories were
also analysed within narrower timespans, covering phases
C1b—C2a, C2b—C3a, and C3b-D1 respectively. However, in
many cases these narrow timespans did not provide enough
data to make the sample statistically important, hence the
results should be approached with proper caution.

In general, in Jutland, Zealand, and Scania the number of
amber beads in grave is higher for richly furnished invento-
ries, which simply reflects the fact that such graves con-
tained larger necklaces (Fig. 6A-C). But the analysis of a cor-
relation between grave wealth value and the amber/glass
beads ratio shows that there is no statistically important rela-
tionship between these two correlates. Nevertheless, by
comparing the data for particular regions we can apparently
identify certain, though not very clear, tendencies in this re-
spect. If in Jutland the proportion between the number of
amber beads and the size of the necklace remains quite simi-
lar in all wealth categories, then in Zealand and Scania one
can notice slightly higher proportions of amber in necklaces
from richer inventories; in Scania, this applies only to assem-
blages from phases C2b-C3a. In Zealand, the average num-
ber of amber beads per necklace is 12 times higher in wealth
categories 1-6 than in the poorest assemblages, and in Sca-
nia 22 times higher. The same value for Jutland is only 5
times higher. This could suggest that amber as a raw materi-
al was relatively less expensive in Jutland, which in turn may
point to the use of local raw material. However, it needs to
be stressed that for Zealand and Scania the number of grave
inventories belonging to wealth categories 1-6 is very small,
and the analyses of wealth categories within narrower time-
spans often operated on small samples. Therefore, the above
conclusion should be approached with due caution.

Some correlation can be noticed between the popularity
of amber and the chronology of the analysed assemblages
(Figure 7A-E). This tendency is most apparent in Jutland,

where the number of amber beads in necklaces dated to
phases C3b-D1 is lower than in previous periods. The drop
in amber's popularity, or the rise in the popularity of glass
beads, can also be seen in Zealand, where the tendency be-
comes noticeable already in phases C2b—C3a. An opposite
trend can be observed in Scania, Funen, and Bornholm, al-
though one should take into account that the datasets from
these territories are very small.

The general tendencies described above can be verified
based on detailed observations made for particular regions
(Fig. 8). In this analysis as well, a general tendency appears
towards a gradual drop in the share of amber in necklaces
from Jutland and Zealand in later periods. However, a thor-
ough examination of particular maps reveals certain differ-
ences from region to region in this respect. In the vicinity of
Limfjord, which means in the area where amber could have
possibly been gathered, glass beads occur more often than
amber ones in necklaces from phases C1b—C2a (Fig. 8A). On
the other hand, in the western part of southern and central
Jutland, where amber also occurs quite abundantly on the
North Sea shore, this raw material was hugely popular at this
time. A similarly high share of amber beads in necklaces,
reaching 65-70% and more, can also be seen in some parts
of Zealand - near Copenhagen and in the sites situated
along the Susa River. The picture is different in Funen, Born-
holm, and Scania, where glass beads are clearly prevalent in
necklaces. In the latter territory, the only exception is the
area around Skalderviken Bay in western Scania, where am-
ber prevails in necklaces.

During phases C2b-C3a the previous patterns change
(Fig. 8B). What strikes one the most is the overall rise in the
number of beads, which is a direct consequence of a higher
number of sites dated to that period. The proportion of
beads made of amber generally also rises in the regions
where glass beads were previously predominant: Funen, Sca-
nia, and Bornholm (in some herreds the values are consider-
ably higher than 50%). In Limsfjord region as well, amber
beads become a frequent component of necklaces. The very
high proportion of amber in necklaces continues in western
Jutland, in particular in grave inventories from around Esb-
jerg. In the eastern part of central Jutland, where a number
of new cemeteries were established during phases C2b-
(C3a, amber is relatively common as well. In Zealand, the per-
centage of amber beads remains very high in the sites on the
Susa River, and is also very high in southern Zealand, on Ste-
vns Peninsula, and near Copenhagen. In some other parts of
Zealand (especially in the north and west), however, glass
beads predominate.

Phases C3b—D1 saw a pronounced drop in the number of
amber beads in necklaces at the expense of glass ones in
southern Scandinavia (Fig. 8C). In this context, it is worth
noting the few examples of different tendencies, noticeable
in single herreds in southern Jutland, Djursland Peninsula,
and southern Scania.
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Figure 9. A — Amber figure-of-eight beads in Barbaricum; B — Proportion of amber figure-of-eight beads to other amber beads in cemeteries from southern
Scandinavia (based on: TempeLmaNN-MACzYKiska 1985; Straume 1987; Straume 1988; Littenammer 1996; SternquisT 1993; Lunp Hansen 1995; EtHeLserc et al. 2000;
NieLsen 2006; Henriksen 2009; Bove 2009; Hepemann Lutz 2010; Larsson 2013; Biork 2015; Brink AND Larsson 2017).
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Recapitulating the above remarks one should emphasise
the great importance of amber as a necklace component in
southern Scandinavia in the Late Roman Period, which is in
certain contrast to the picture observed in the Early Roman
Period. The significant rise in the popularity of amber as a
raw material for ornaments in the region must have naturally
increased the demand for it there. The large share of amber
in necklaces from the western part of southern and central
Jutland in phases C1b—C2a may point to local acquisition
and processing of this raw material. The same is suggested
by the complete lack of correlation between the presence of
amber and the richness of grave furniture in Jutland. The po-
sition of amber could have been different in Zealand or Sca-
nia where it was probably for the most part a foreign raw
material. This can explain the concentration of amber arte-
facts in only some regions, as well as the poorly marked but
nevertheless possibly important tendency towards a higher
share of amber in graves belonging to higher wealth catego-
ries. The high proportion of amber in necklaces from some
parts of Zealand and Scania could stem from the contact
maintained by these regions either with Jutland (as addition-
ally suggested by the burials with amber obols) or with peo-
ple inhabiting the southern coasts of the Baltic Sea. The lat-
ter option is suggested by the analysis of the distribution of
amber beads in the shape of figure of eight — a form most
widespread in the territories to the south of the Baltic (Fig.
9A). Generally, one can see that in southern Scandinavia
necklaces with figures-of-eight beads become less and less
common the further west we go from the southern shores
of the Baltic Sea (Fig.9B). In Jutland, we can mention only 10
such assemblages dated within phases C2-C3, containing
between 1 and 6 figure-of-eight beads on average, and the
highest number of such beads in a single grave was 14
(Hjemsted, Haderslev amt, gr. 316 — Etneteerc 1986, 171~
175). From the same period in Funen we have 19 grave in-
ventories, with a maximum of 19 beads of the type in ques-
tion. In Zealand, there are 27 graves with figure-of-eight
beads in phases C1b—C3. The largest collection included 49
beads (Skovgarde, Praestg amt, gr. 400 — EtHeser et al.
2000, 301-318), and burials containing 10-30 pieces of this
type are not uncommon. In the case of Bornholm, we have
32 such inventories datable to phases C1b-C3, and the high-
est number of beads in a grave is 61 (Heslegard, Bornholms
amt, gr. 12 — Nietsen 2006; Hepemann Lutz 2010, 378; KnorLer
2011). From Scania, however, there are only 8 graves with
the discussed artefacts, and the largest collection numbers
27 pieces (Kabbarp — TitvaxTen Statens Historiska Museum. ..
1901, 99-101, Abb. 29-36). If we consider figure-of-eight
beads and their distribution as a potential marker for the
spread of south Baltic amber we have to conclude that this
raw material reached Jutland only to a very limited extent. In
light of the observed great popularity of amber in female
costume in Jutland this would support the hypothesis posit-
ing local acquisition of amber there on an economically sig-

—
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Figure 10. Balteus clasp from grave 151 in Ngrre Hedegard, Alborg amt
(Nordjyllands Historiske Museum, Photo: M. J. Przybyta).

nificant scale. More light on this issue could probably be
shed by a detailed analysis of the types of amber beads and
their proportions in necklaces in particular regions of south-
ern Scandinavia. It is also worth noting that in the Late Ro-
man Period amber in Jutland was not only a common and
abundantly represented necklace component in female
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graves but occurred also in male burials. Good examples are
amber gaming pieces from grave C in Novrup VI, Ribe amt
(Sydvestjyske Museer, ESM 2249) dated to phase C2, and a
splendid balteus clasp (5.8 cm in diameter) from a similarly
dated grave 151 in Narre Hedegérd, Alborg amt (Nordjyl-
lands Historiske Museum, AHM 3844x2465) (Fig.10). Both
inventories — like discussed above grave 54 from Simris — in-
cluded among other elements the weaponry representing
Jargen llkjaer group 7 (1990).

Conclusions

The basic conclusions emerging from the analyses presented
above can be described as follows. The range of the Cha-
ron's obol custom in Northern Europe in the Late Roman Pe-
riod can apparently be extended to include Jutland as well.
The broader analysis of the social context of obols in south
Scandinavian graves points to an egalitarian nature of the
custom. This suggests that the adaptation of the custom
could have been facilitated by pre-existent beliefs. Also more
clearly now one can point to regional differences in southern
Scandinavia with respect to the obol type. The concentration
of amber obols in Jutland, especially in the Esbjerg region,
may speak for a considerable role of this raw material in local
economies. The latter interpretation is based on the assump-
tion that objects used as obols had a real or symbolic value
as a medium of payment. This apparently great importance
of amber in the region can be connected with its local ac
quisition and processing performed on an economically sig-
nificant scale. The above observations can be corroborated
by the tendencies observed with respect to size and compo-
sition of necklaces in Jutland, which possibly point to a tem-
porary importance of yet another amber-bearing area,
namely the Limfjord region.

Since spindle-shaped amber obols clearly concentrate in
Jutland, isolated finds of such artefacts in single graves in re-
gions such as Scania, Zealand, the triangle between the Elbe
and Weser, and Gdansk Pomerania can be interpreted as
one reflection of contact with western Jutland, contact
which could have been to some extent inspired by trade in
amber. In the case of Zealand and the area between the Elbe
and Weser Rivers we have grave inventories which contain,
apart from amber obols, other artefacts linking with Jutland,
which additionally strengthens the association between
spindle-shaped amber obols and Jutland.

In the context of the discussion on the importance of Jut-
land amber in south Scandinavian trade it is worth returning
to a hypothesis presented by Ulla Lund Hansen, about the
role of the western trade route for importing amber to Ro-
man provinces on the Rhine in the 3'%-4™ century AD (Lunp
Hansen 1991). Ornaments made of amber became quite pop-
ular there in that time, which contrasts with the situation
known from the earlier period. The phenomenon relates to
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the fact that amber-processing workshops near Aquileia - a
north Italian Roman city linked with the trade in Baltic Sea
amber via the provinces on the middle Danube — which were
very active in the 15t and 2" centuries, ceased to function. It
is also connected with the development of amber work-
shops near the present-day city of Cologne in the second
half of the 2" and the 3" century AD (Lunp Hansen 1991,
with older references). In this approach, the mentioned
“western route” was associated mainly with the trade in am-
ber from the southern shores of Baltic Sea carried out via
southern Scandinavia, Zealand in particular. Assuming the
above is correct and taking into account the observations
presented in this paper one can argue that a significant role
in this trade was played by the raw material acquired on the
western and possibly also northern shores of Jutland.

(Translated by Piotr Godlewski)

1 This paper was possible thanks to the support from the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation. We would like to express our gratitude to
Morten Axboe, Tony Bjork, Per Ethelberg, Bertil Helgesson and Kirill
Myzgin for discussion and complementing our knowledge of the topic.

2 Here understood as phase C. Systems of classification of brooches,
pins, bone combs, and weapons used in this paper come from the
following publications: Awvaren 1923; MarTHes 1931, MaCKEPRANG
1943; THomas 1967; Iki&r 1990; Rau 2010; Beckmann 1966, ETHELBERG
2009b; Przyevea 2018b. The attribution of grave inventories dis-
cussed in the paper to particular phases follows the conclusions
drawn from the analysis of chronology of brooches of the M.II and
M.III types (Przvevia 2018a).

3 Pieces of unworked amber, although with no information about
their position in graves, are also known from a few other graves in
Jutland, namely from grave 4 in Brans, Tander amt (NM C 26056~
62) dated to phases C1b—-C2, from a grave from Damsgard, Thisted
amt (THY 2958x15-17) dated to phase D1, and from graves QBE
(ESM 1421x1421x1101-1128,1130) dated to phases C1b-C3, QBJ
(ESM 1421x852,972,991-993,995-1007) dated to phase C2-C3,
and QHN dated to phases C2b—C3a, all three from Praestestien,
Ribe amt. All of them were female burials. In addition, a lump of
unworked amber was found in male burial TR in Sejlflod, Alborg
amt, dated to phase D2 (NieLsen 2000, 177-179; Nietsen 2000b,
149-150), and in a double burial of male and female at Ngrre Hede-
gérd, Alborg amt, gr. A19/20 (Nietsen 2002).

4 One has to mention that obol function was also suggested in the
case of the fragment of a glass bead found in the west part of the
grave at Vester Galsted, Haderslev amt (EtHeLser 2015, 166-167).
However, the skeleton was not preserved and for the time being
there is no other example of such object occurring in obol function
that could strengthen such interpretation.

5 In the case of Zealand, we used the list of inventories published by
Lund Hansen (1995), supplemented by later publications: ETHeLBErG
et al. 2000; Bove 2009; Iversen 2011; Borsy Hansen 2011; Maiunp
Crristensen 2011: Sarensen and Ace Tornsiers 2008. The database for
Scania was based on the following publications: Smernquist 1955; St-
JERNQUIST 1993; BJork 2005; Biork 2015 and Brink and Larsson 2017;
for Funen — Henriksen 2009; for Bornholm — Veper 1886; Veper 1897;
Kunpt-Jensen 1978; Kunot-Jensen 1957; MackepranG 1943; HEIDEMANN
Lurz 2000; Hepemann Lutz 2010; Wart 1985; Nietsen 2006. The data-
base for Jutland was developed based on a search carried out by
one of the authors of this paper in museums in Jutland and in Na-
tionalmuseet Kgbenhavn. The search was carried out in 2012-2013
during a postdoctoral project supported by the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation.



Bibliography

ArroLpy-GAzoac and GAzoac 2013

A. Alfoldy-GAzdac and C. GAzdac, ,Who pays the Ferryman? “ The Testi-
mony of Ancient Sources on the Myth of Charon. Klio 95 (2), 2013, 285~
314.

ALmcren 1923

0. Almgren, Studien (iber nordeuropéische Fibelformen der ersten nach-
christlichen Jahrhunderte mit Beriicksichtigung der provinzialrémischen
und stidrussischen Formen. Mannus-Bibliothek 32 (Leipzig 1923).

Beck 1982

C. W. Beck, Physical methods used to determine the geological origin of
amber and other fossil resins; some critical remarks: Comment. Physics and
Chemistry of Minerals 8 (3), 1982, 146-147.

Beckmann 1966

B. Beckmann, Studien tUber Metallnadeln der romischen Kaiserzeit im freien
Germanien. Eine Untersuchung ihrer Formen, Zeitstellung und Verbreitung.
Saalburg Jahrbuch 23, 1966, 7-100.

Bemmann 2000

J. Bemmann, Zum Totenritual im 3. Jahrhundert n. Chr. In: S. Frohlich (ed.),
Gold fur die Ewigkeit. Das germanische Flrstengrab von Gommern. Be-
gleitband zur Sonderausstellung vom 18.10.2000 bis 28.02.2001 im Lan-
desmuseum fir Vorgeschichte Halle (Saale) (Halle (Saale) 2000) 58-73.

Bemmann 2005

J. Bemmann, Zur Minz- und Miinzersatzbeigabe in Grabern der Romischen
Kaiserzeit und Volkerwanderungszeit des mittel- und nordeuropdischen
Barbaricums. Studien zur Sachsenforschung 15, 2005, 1-62.

Bitner-WeoBLEWska and WrosLewski 2015

A. Bitner-Wroblewska and W. Wrdblewski, Aesti Tacyta. Kim naprawde
byli? In: B. Kontny (ed.), Urbi tribus faucibus fluenta Vistulae fluminis
ebibuntur. Jerzy Okulicz-Kozaryn in memoriam. Barbaricum 11 (Warszawa
2015) 65-78.

Biork 2005
T. Bjork, Skaran pa balet. Om den dldre jarndlderns gravar i Skane. Universi-
ty of Lund, Institute of Archaeology — Report Series 92 (Lund 2005).

Biork 2015

T. Bjork, Uncovering more Death. Some recent excavations of graves from
the Early Iron Age in Scania. In: L. Larsson, F. Ekengren, B. Helgesson et al.
(eds), Small things — wide horizons. Studies in honour of Birgitta Hardh
(Oxford 2015) 150~159.

Buusene 2011
A. Bliujiené, Northern Gold. Amber in Lithuania (C.100 to C. 1200) (Leiden
20M).

Boray Hansen 2011

B. Borby Hansen, Kvinden pa Maglebjerg. En rig grav fra yngre romersk jer-
nalder ved Naestved. Aarbgger for Nordisk Oldkyndighed og Historie
2008, 2011, 123-194.

Bove 2002a
L. Boye, Glas i mund. Skalk 2002, 5, 2002, 5-9.

Bove 2002b

L. Boye, Glasskar i munden - en updagtet gravskik i yngre romersk jer-
nalder. In: J. Pind, A. Nergard Jargensen, L. Jargensen et al. (eds), Drik — og
du vil leve skent. Festskrift til Ulla Lund Hansen pa 60-arsdagen 18. augusti
2002. PNM: Publications from the National Museum 7 (Copenhagen 2002)
203-209.

Bove 2009

L. Boye, Cataloque of the Burial Sites. In: L. Boye and U. Lund Hansen (eds),
Wealth and prestige. An analysis of rich graves from Late Roman Iron Age
on eastern Zealand, Denmark. Kroppedal Studier i astronomi, nyere tid,
arkaeologi 2 (Kroppedal 2009) 263-368.

Brink and Larsson 2017
K. Brink and S. Larsson (eds), Ostra Odraslév 13:5 ESS-omradet. Forntid
méter framtid. Vol. 2. Arkeologerna Rapport 2017:11 (2017).

CorTa-BroniEwska 1984
A. Cofta-Broniewska, Amber craft in Kuiavia in the era of Przeworsk cul-
ture. Archeologia Polona 23, 1984, 149-165.

Curta 2007

F. Curta, The Amber Trail in Early Medieval Eastern Europe. In: C. M. Cha-
zelle and F. Lifshitz (eds), Paradigms and methods in early medieval studies.
The new Middle Ages (New York 2007) 61-79.

Drevs DYHRRELD-JOHNSEN 2011

Drevs Dyhrfjeld-Johnsen, Charon-skik og alternativ brug af romerske
menter. Aarbager for Nordisk Oldkyndighed og Historie 2009, 2011, 133
154.

ETHeBERG 1986
P. Ethelberg, Hjemsted - en gravplads fra 4. & 5. arh. e. Kr. Skrifter fra
Museumsradet for Senderjyllands amt 2 (Haderslev 1986).

EtHeLsere 2009a

P. Ethelberg, Die Fibeln. In: L. Boye/U. Lund Hansen (eds), Wealth and pres-
tige. An analysis of rich graves from Late Roman Iron Age on eastern
Zealand, Denmark. Kroppedal Studier i astronomi, nyere tid, arkaeologi 2
(Kroppedal 2009) 15-36.

ErteLsere 2009b

P. Ethelberg, Die Kamme. In: L. Boye and U. Lund Hansen (eds), Wealth and
prestige. An analysis of rich graves from Late Roman Iron Age on eastern
Zealand, Denmark. Kroppedal Studier i astronomi, nyere tid, arkaeologi 2
(Kroppedal 2009).

ETHeLBERG 2015

P. Ethelberg, Vester Galsted — an inhumation grave at P. Frey’s field.
In: L. Larsson/F. Ekengren/B. Helgessonet al. (eds), Small things — wide
horizons. Studies in honour of Birgitta Hardh (Oxford 2015) 160-168.

EtHeLserg et al. 2000

P. Ethelberg et al. (eds), Skovgarde. Ein Bestattungsplatz mit reichen
Frauengrabern des 3. Jhs. n. Chr. auf Seeland. Nordiske Fortidsminder, Se-
ria B 19 (Kgbenhavn 2000).

GAzpac 2014
C. Gézdac, Did Charon read his obol? The message of coin offering in
Roman graves from Pannonia. Dacia N.S. 58, 2014, 95-140.

Goreckl 1975

J. Gorecki, Studien zur Sitte der MUnzbeigabe in romerzeitlichen Kérper-
grabern zwischen Rhein, Mosel und Somme. Bericht der Rémisch-Germa-
nischen Kommission 56, 1975, 182-467.

Hepeacer 1980

L. Hedeager, Besiedlung, soziale Struktur und politische Organisation in der
dlteren und jungeren romischen Kaiserzeit Ostdanemarks. Praehistorische
Zeitschrift 55, 1980, 38-109.

Heipemann Lutz 2000

L. Heidemann Lutz, En fornem frue fra Gradby. Bornholmske Samlinger
2000, 2000, 77-101.

169



Heibemann Lutz 2010

L. Heidemann Lutz, Die Insel in der Mitte. Bornholm im 2.-4. Jahrhundert.
Regionale und vergleichende Untersuchungen der jingerkaiserzeitlichen
Grabfunde. Berliner Archdologische Forschungen 9 (Rahden/Westf. 2010).

Henriksen 2009

M. B. Henriksen, Brudager Mark — en romertidsgravplads naer Gudme pa
Sydestfyn. 2. Katalog samt anlaegs- og genstandstegninger. Fynske Jernal-
dergrave 6/2 (Odense 2009).

IR 1990
J. lkjer, Illerup Adal. 1. Die Lanzen und Speere. Jutland Archaeological
Society publications 25/1 (Arhus 1990).

kR 1993
J. lkjaer, llerup Adal. 3. Die Giirtel. Bestandteile und Zubehor. Jutland
Archaeological Society publications 25 (3) (Arhus 1993).

Iversen 2011

R. Iversen, Ellekide — en gravplads fra yngre romersk jernalder med fyrsteg-
rav og cirkushagre. Aarbager for Nordisk Oldkyndighed og Historie 2009,
2011, 69-120.

Joraensen 1988

L. Jargensen, Family Burial Practices and Inheritance Systems. The Develop-
ment of an Iron Age Society from 500 BC to AD 1000 on Bornholm, Den-
mark. Acta Archaeologica 58, 1988, 17-53.

Kumor-Jensen 1957

0. Klindt-Jensen, Bornholm i folkevandrigstiden og forudsatningerne i tid-
lig jernalder. Nationalmuseets Skrifter, Starre beretninger 2 (Kabenhavn
1957).

Kunot-Jensen 1978

0. Klindt-Jensen, Slusegardgravpladsen 1. Bornholm fra 1. arh. f. til 5. &rh.
e.v.t. Beskrivelse af oprindelig overflade og grave. Jysk Arkaologisk Selsk-
abs Skrifter 14:2 (Kebenhavn 1978).

KnorLer 2011

L. Knofler, Glas og rav. Perlene fra Vellensbygard, en bornholmsk gravplads
fra yngre romersk jernalder. BA-projekt i forhistorisk arkaeologi, december
2011, SAXO-Instituttet, Kebenhavns Universitet (Kebenhavn 2011).

KoLenbo 1998

J. Kolendo, Swiat antyczny i barbarzyricy. Teksty, zabytki, refleksja nad
przeszto$cig. Instytut Archeologii, Uniwersytet Warszawski, Seria
podrecznikow 1 (Warszawa 1998).

Lamm anp Axsoe 1989
J. P.Lamm and M. Axboe, Neues zu Brakteaten und Anhangern in Schwe-
den. Frihmittelalterliche Studien 23, 453-477.

LArssoN 2001

L. Larsson, The Sun from the sea — amber in the Mesolithic and Neolithic
of Southern Scandinavia. In: A. Butrimas (ed.), Baltic Amber. Proceedings
of the International Conference Baltic Amber in Natural Sciences, Archae-
ology and Applied Arts. Acta Academiae Artium Vilensis 22 (Vilnius 2001)
65-75.

Larsson 2013

L. Larsson, Rich women and poor men. Analyses of a cemetery at Onsvala
in the hinterland of Uppakra. In: B. Hardh and L. Larsson (eds), Folk, fa och
fynd. Uppakrastudier 12 (Lund 2013) 133-161.

Levaba 1999

M. E. Levada, Metallicheskie grebni pozdnego rimskogo vremeni v ju-
go-vostochnoj Evrope. In: M. E. Levada (ed.), Sto let chernjachovskoj
kul'ture. Biblioteka Vita Antiqua (Kiev 1999) 112-125.

170

LitLeHaMmEer 1996
G. Lillehammer, Dad og grav. Gravskikk pa Kvassheimfeltet, Ha i Rogaland,
SV Norge. AmS-Skrifter 13 (Stavanger 1996).

Lunp Hansen 1987

U. Lund Hansen, Rémischer Import im Norden. Warenaustausch zwischen
dem romischer Reich und dem Freien Germanien wahrend der Kaiserzeit
unter besonderer Berlcksichtigung Nordeuropas. Nordiske Fortidsminder,
Seria B 10 (Kgbenhavn 1987).

Lunp Hansen 1991

U. Lund Hansen, Brelockférmige Bernsteinperlen — die europdischen Kon-
takte eines ostddnischen Zentrums der jingeren Kaiserzeit. In: K. Jennbert,
L. Larsson, R. Petré et al. (eds), Regions and reflections. In honour of Marta
Stromberg. Acta Archaeologica Lundensia, Series in 8o 20 (Lund 1991) 12~
192.

Lunp Hansen 1995

U. Lund Hansen (ed.), Himlinggje — Seeland — Europa. Ein Graberfeld der
jlingeren romischen Kaiserzeit auf Seeland, seine Bedeutung und interna-
tionalen Beziehungen. Nordiske Fortidsminder, Seria B 13 (Kopenhagen
1995).

Lunp Hansen 2000

U. Lund Hansen, Die Glasbecher. In: P. Ethelberg et al (eds), Skovgarde. Ein
Bestattungsplatz mit reichen Frauengrabern des 3. Jhs. n. Chr. auf Seeland.
Nordiske Fortidsminder, Seria B 19 (Kabenhavn 2000) 320-347.

MackepranG 1943

M. B. Mackeprang, Kulturbeziehungen im nordischen Raum des 3.-5. Jahr-
hunderts. Keramische Studien. Hamburger Schriften zur Vorgeschichte und
Germanischen Friihgeschichte 3 (Leipzig 1943).

MaiLunp ChrisTensen 2011

L. Mailund Christensen, Kaerup Nord — en gravplads fra yngre romersk jer-
nalder ved Ringsted. Aarbager for Nordisk Oldkyndighed og Historie 2009,
2011, 19-68.

MatThes 1931

W. Matthes, Die nérdlichen Elbgermanen in spatrémischer Zeit. Untersu-
chungen Uber ihre Kulturhinterlassenschaft und ihr Siedlungsgebiet unter
besonderer Berlcksichtigung brandenburgischer Urnenfriedhofe. Man-
nus-Bibliothek 48 (Leipzig 1931).

NieLsen 2000a
J. N. Nielsen, Sejlflod - ein eisenzeitliches Dorf in Nordjutland. Nordiske
Fortidsminder, Seria B 20 (1) (Kebenhavn 2000).

Nietsen 2000b
J. N. Nielsen, Sejlflod - ein eisenzeitliches Dorf in Nordjutland. Nordiske
Fortidsminder, Seria B 20 (2) (Kabenhavn 2000).

NieLsen 2002

J. N. Nielsen, Usadvanlige grave fra yngre romersk jernalder ved Nr. Hede-
gard, Aalborg. In: J. Pind, A. Nergard Jargensen, L. Jargensen et al. (eds),
Drik — og du vil leve skant. Festskrift til Ulla Lund Hansen pa 60-arsdagen
18. augusti 2002. PNM: Publications from the National Museum 7 (Copen-
hagen 2002) 189-202.

NieLsen 2006
F. 0. S. Nielsen, Bornholms Museums antikvariske arbejde 2004-2005.
Bornholms Museum-Bornholms Kunstmuseum 2004-2005, 2006, 39-72.

PieTrzak et al. 2015
M. Pietrzak, L. Cymek and F. Roznowski, Pruszcz Gdaniski, stanowisko 5
(Gdansk 2015).



PLoug 2001

M. Ploug, Amber in Denmark. In: A. Butrimas (ed.), Baltic Amber. Proceed-
ings of the International Conference Baltic Amber in Natural Sciences, Ar-
chaeology and Applied Arts. Acta Academiae Artium Vilensis 22 (Vilnius
2001) 255-260.

Przvevea 2011

M. J. Przybyfa, Migration of individuals in Scandinavian Iron Age. The study
of elements of sumptuous female dress in the Younger and Late Roman
Periods. Acta Archaeologica 82, 2011, 227-251.

Przvevea 2012

M. J. Przybyta, Jinger- und spatkaiserzeitliche Metallnadeln aus dem Std-
teil Nordeuropas: regionale Differenzierung, Verwendung und sozialer
Kontext. Recherches Archéologiques NS 4, 2012, 5-67.

Przvevea 2015

M. J. Przybyta, Decorative fibulae with runic inscriptions in the Late Roman
Period. In: O. Grimm and A. Pesch (eds), Archdologie und Runen. Fallstu-
dien zu Inschriften im alteren Futhark; Beitrage zum Workshop am Zent-
rum fUr Baltische und Skandinavische Archdologie (ZBSA) in Schleswig am
3.-4. Februar 2011. Schriften des Archdologischen Landesmuseums, Ergan-
zungsreihe 11 (Kiel, Hamburg 2015) 347-386.

Przvevea 2018a

M. J. Przybyta, Dress Diversity as a Source for Studies on Interregional Con-
nections: Regional and chronological diversity of simple variants of fibulae
with high catch-plate from Northern Europe (Bonner Beitrage zur Vor- und
Frihgeschichtlichen Archaologie 20 (Bonn 2018).

Przvevea 2018b
M. J. Przybyfa, Pressblechverzierte spatkaiserzeitliche Trachtbestandteile in
Stidskandinavien. Nordiske Fortidsminder, Serie B 28 (Copenhagen 2018).

Quast 2017

D. Quast, Amber and Beaver Furs: Trade with Raw Material for the Produc
tion of Luxury Goods. In: A. Hilgner, S. Greiff and D. Quast (eds), Gemstones
in the First Millennium AD. Mines, Trade, Workshops and Symbolism. Inter-
national Conference, October 201-22M 2015, Rdmisch-Germanisches Zen-
tralmuseum, Mainz, RGZM - Tagungen 30 (Mainz 2017), 59-70.

Quittretot and Roceensuck 1985

I. von Quillfeldt and P. Roggenbuck, Westerwanna II. Die Funde des volker-
wanderungszeitlichen Gréaberfeldes im Helms-Museum, Hamburgisches
Museum fur Vor- und Friihgeschichte. Katalog und Tafeln. Die Urnenfried-
hofe in Niedersachsen 14 (Hildesheim 1985).

Rau 2010

A. Rau, Nydam Mose 1, Die personengebundenen Gegenstande. Grabun-
gen 1989-1999. Text. Jysk Arkaeologisk Selskabs Skrifter 72 (Moesgard
2010).

Rowtanps and Ling 2013

M. Rowlands and J. Ling, Boundaries, Flows and Connectivities: Mobility
and Stasis in the Bronze Age. In: S. Bergerbrant and S. Sabatini (eds), Coun-
terpoint. Essays in archaeology and heritage studies in honour of Professor
Kristian Kristiansen. BAR International series 2508 (Oxford 2013) 517-529.

SavkevicH 1981

S. S. Savkevich, Physical methods used to determine the geological origin
of amber and other fossil resins; some critical remarks. Physics and Chemis-
try of Minerals 7 (1), 1981, 1-4.

SHennaN 1982

S. Shennan, Exchange and ranking: the role of amber in the earlier bronze
age of Europe. In: C. Renfrew and S. Shennan (eds), Ranking, resource and
exchange. Aspects of the archaeology of early European society. New
directions in archaeology (Cambridge 1982) 33-45.

Sorensen and Ace Torneiers 2008
A. C. Serensen and S. Age Tornbjerg, Gravpladsen ved Bakkegérd i
Qlsemagle. Kage Museum 2008, 2008, 7-52.

SternQuIsT 1955
B. Stjernquist, Simris. On cultural connections of Scania in the Roman Iron
Age. Acta Archaeologica Lundensia, Series in 40 2 (Lund 1955).

STernQuIST 1993

B. Stjernquist, Amber in Iron Age finds in Schweden. A preliminary report.
In: C. W. Beck and J. Bouzek (eds), Amber in Archaeology. Proceedings of
the second international conference on amber in archaeology, Liblice 1990
(Praha 1993) 88-101.

StrauME 1987

E. Straume, Glaser mit Facettenschliff aus skandinavischen Grabern des 4.
und 5. Jahrhunderts n. Chr. Institutt for sammenlignende kulturforskning
73 (Oslo 1987).

StrauME 1988

E. Straume, The Grave from Nordre Rer, Rygge, @stfold. The Burial of a
Danish Woman from the 3rd Century A.D? In: B. Hardh, L. Larsson, D.
Olausson et al. (eds), Trade and Exchange in Prehistory. Studies in honuor
of Berta Stjernquist. Acta Archaeologica Lundensia. Series in 8 16 (Lund
1988) 167-176.

TemPELMANN-MACZYNska 1985

M. Tempelmann-Maczyniska, Die Perlen der romischen Kaiserzeit und der
frihen Phase der Volkerwanderungszeit im mitteleuropaischen Barbar-
icum. Romisch-Germanische Forschungen 43 (Mainz 1985).

Thomas 1967

S. Thomas, Die germanischen Scheibenfibeln der Romischen Kaiserzeit im
freien Germanien. Berliner Jahrbuch flir Vor- und Frihgeschichte 7, 1967,
4-187.

TILLVAXTEN STATENS HisToRiska Museum. .. 1901

Tillvaxten Statens Historiska Museum..., Tillvaxten Statens Historiska Muse-
um och k. Myntkabinettet under ar 1901. Manadsblad Kongl. Vitterhets
Historie och Antiqvitets Akademiens 30, 1901.

TiscHLer 1956
F. Tischler, Der Stand der Sachsenforschung, archaologisch gesehen. Be-
richt der Romisch-Germanischen Kommission 35, 1956, 21-215.

TuszyNska 2000

M. Tuszynska, Neue Entdeckungen im Graberfeld der Wielbark-Kultur aus
der rémischen Kaiserzeit und der friihen Volkerwanderungszeit in Pruszcz
Gdanski, Fundstelle 5. In: M. Maczynska and T. Grabarczyk (eds), Die spat-
romische Kaiserzeit und die frilhe Volkerwanderungszeit in Mittel- und
Osteuropa (£6dz 2000) 132-141.

VepeL 1886
E. Vedel, Bornholms Oldtidsminder og Oldsager (Kjgbenhavn 1886).

VepeL 1897
E. Vedel, Efterskrift til Bornholms Oldtidsminder og Oldsager (Kebenhavn
1897).

Wart 1985
M. Watt, Det antikvariske arbejde. Fra Bornholms Museum 1984-1985,
1985, 45-75.

WieLowiesski 1991

P. Wielowiejski, Pracownie obrobki bursztynu z okresu wptywow rzyms-
kich na obszarze kultury przeworskiej. Kwartalnik Historii Kultury Material-
nej 39, 1991, 317-361.

17



WieLowiesski 1998
P. Wielowiejski, Skarby | pojedyncze znaleziska monet rzymskich z burszty-
nem w kulturze przeworskiej. Swiatowit, Fasc. B 41, 1998, 407-413.

Zimmer-LinnFeLp 1960
K. Zimmer-Linnfeld, Westerwanna I. Beiheft zum Atlas der Urgeschichte 9
(Hamburg 1960).

Marzena Przybyla

Institut of Archaeology of Jagiellonian University
Gotebia 11

PL 31-007 Cracow
marzenaprzybyla77@gmail.com

Ewa Rydzewska

Stoneczna 1A/18

PL 32-050 Skawina
ewarydzewska93@gmail.com

172



	00.pdf
	_GoBack
	_GoBack




